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Art. |. Remarks on the subject of a Public Profession. 


Mr. Enpiror: Ihave some thoughts respecting the nature of a public 
profession, bearing with some weight on my mind, to which I cannot 
give a particular name. If you will give me room in the Monitor | 
will try to express them as well as I can. 

If lam not mistaken it is conceded on all sides that the whole ground 
for a public profession is contained in the scripture. Calvinists, Ar- 
tninians, Baptists, Independents, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and all of 
the christian name, coal to take their articles from the scriptures, 
alleging that they have found them there either in substance or express 
terms; and that in obedience to this authority they make a public pro- 
fession of the same. 

Waving at present the question of correctness in their particular 
statements, the general principle issound. The scriptures are the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. ‘To the Law and to the Testi- 
mony, if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no 
light in them,”’—*“ able to make “the man of God perfect, thoroughly 
furnished for every good work.” “The law of the Lord is perfect, 
conv erting the soul ; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple.” ‘The testimony of God speaking to us in the scriptures, is both 
the ground of our belief, and the matter believed; and it is the only 
sufficient ground: nothing else is adequate to sustain that hearty and 
devout confidence which we are required to have in all matters of reli- 
gious profession. We are necessarily bound to believe all that God 
has declared in the scriptures. We are as much bound to make a pub- 
lic profession of all that we know to be taught in them. And we are 
equally so to walk according to the truth as applicable to the whole 
man, to this we promise before God and men, when we make a pro- 
fession. These thitigs are self-evident, and when viewed separately 
from party influence, the force of habit, of prejudice, attachments, and 
other circumstances, they are admitted by all. If any are disposed to 
deny them, they ought to be prepared to deny that the Bible is the 
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word of God; a great part of which expressly declares such things : 
“ And I, brethren,” says Paul, “when 1 came to you, came not with 
excellency of speech or wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of 
God,” &c.; and why was this? in the 5th verse he answers, “ that your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God,” 
(1st Cor. ii. 1—5;). that is, that the faith of you Corinthians, and of all 
other believers to the end of the world, respecting all matters of faith 
and practice contained in the testimony of God might stand here. <A 
right faith in our profession is a “believing God,” (Rom. iv. 3.) It is 
a “believing with the heart,” (Ch. x. 10;) and our confession is a 
means to our salvation. 

Our believing is an obedience to the authority of truth as supreme. 
(Ist Peter, i. 22,) ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the 
truth.” We submit ourselves to it as “a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart,” (Heb. iv. 12.) Weengage to cast out of our 
affections whatever it condemns as contrary to the love of God, and the 
brethren ; “‘ purified your souls in obeying the truth unto UNFRIGNED 
Love of the brethren.”” Consequently it must have jurisdiction over our 
whole deportment to the end of our life. And we engage to continue 
in it, through all change of time, place, and circumstances incident to 
mortals, grounded and settled, and not moved away from the hope of 
the gospel, (Col. i. 23.) 

When this is not the ground, nature, and end of our profession, 
Christ on our part will not be glorified, sinners will not be convinced, the 
church will not be edified, nor our own souls purified ; it will be worse 
than no profession at all. For by the appearance of godliness our con- 
science will become more secure, and our heart more hardened in sin 
than ever, and other men will take greater courage to stand ata dis- 
tance from religion. 

Regarding these things as first principles respecting a public pro- 
fession, I would now call attention to some application of them. It 
is not a light matter in any of its bearings, to make a public profession. 
It much concerns all parties to it to have it done with full under- 
standing of its nature and ends. Persons applying for admission ought 
to consider, that giving satisfying answers to a minister and session, 
and appearing openly among church members, is but the smallest part 
of it. Their act of accession declares on their part, that they have 
found the articles of the profession which they make in the scrip- 
tures; that they have with their heart believed them on the testimony of 
God, and that hereby they solemnly promise to walk henceforth in ac- 
cordance with it. It is surely a matter that deeply concerns them to 
see whether or not this is indeed the language of their hearts. It is need- 
ful for quickening them in the course of duties, that a clear and full 
record of this transaction be kept upon the conscience. It is closely 
connected with all spiritual comfort in the profession, that we enter 
upon it in full view of its excellence, and that the sense of it abide upon 
the spirit. Only this will enable people to come over the difficulties 
that are frequently to be met on the way towards making a profession. 
Sometimes the very inconsistent conduct of those who are already pro- 
fessors or officers of the church, causes many to halt on their way into 
church communion, and some to turn about and go back; and those 
who cast this stumbling block in their way will have to reckon for it. 
Sometimes the fact that this profession is extremely unpopular, and the 
few that cleave to it, have to use great exertions in its behalf, while a 
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current of reproach meets them in the face, deters others from acceding 
toit, Butif the truth of the profession be indeed resting on the heart, as 
the truth of Gud, neither these things nor any other, will keep the per- 
son back from coming out openly in its behalf. The truth of God is 
worth every sacrifice and every labour. If it rest on the heart it will 
be impossible in a moral sense for the person to take any rest until he 
speaks aloud with his mouth. It will be asa fire shut up in his bones, 
(the fire of love and new obedience, ) it must have vent. 

This view and sense of a profession is as necessary for a continuance 
in it, with consistency and comfort, after it is made. Offences will 
come, in time to come, as they have done in time past. Pride will be 
wounded. There will be developement of character in the church 
causing disappointment. The saints will sometimes slip and _ fall. 
Carnal, ungodly professors will at times act like their real selves ; and 
such things will cause painful feeling. But if a sense of the truth of 
God be still upon the heart it will enable us to surmount it all, and to 
continue in our place and at our duty. Butif our heart be absent from 
this love of God’s truth, what can be expected but what we see daily 
occurring; proud wrath takes the place of it, or disgust, or some other 
unholy passion, and the profession which was so solemnly made, it may 
be often repeated and ably defended, is cast away in a moment. 

Jt is needful, | have said, to comfort init. Profession at first is a new 
thing, and the feeling of novelty will be excited, and this will be even 
where there is love to the truth. But this feeling will by degrees 
subside and at length altogether cease, when there will be a danger of 
our concern about the whole of religion, diminishing ; the first flow of 
even love itself may be greatly abated, and we may become cold and 
careless ; and duty, secret, private, and public, which sometime ago was 
the > Joy of our soul, seems to be an insipid form. Oh, but this is a sad 

e either in an individual or acongregation ; and the influences which 
go out from it all round are dre adful. Those without behold the 
change, and they say to their own hardening and ruin, “ Religion is like 
all earthly things—fading.” Those within are affected as if a deadly 
infecti on had come among ‘them. They, too, begin to grow weary, “their 
knees wax feeble, their hands hang down,” ‘and one after another in 
rapid succession stands still. And that is not all; the person within 
himself, now in the ebb of his affections, is exposed to horrible tempta- 
tions and fearful assaults. Now all this would be prevented, were the 
sense of truth kept upon the heart. By this Christ would still appear 
the *‘ chief among ten thousand,” and the ways of holy duty to possess 
unfading delights for the soul. 

Such being the true nature and ends of a profession, it is important 
to know it also when the heart is not so with it. If the man make the 
profession, either from some sinister motive or in hypocrisy, it isa very 
aggravated sin. He declares the truth with his lips, but not with his 
heart. With the former he makes God the God of truth, but with the 
latter he makes him a liar. It is the more aggravated in that it is done 
to his face. He says that he loves the truth, but he does not—he hates 
it in his heart. He promises to obey it, and be faithful to it, but he 
does it not, he betrays it. He mocks God, he deceives the church, and 
dreadfully hardens his own heart. If his act of, profession could b 
brought before him in this, its true light, others might be deterred from 
it, and from thereby bringing gre at guilt upon his head, yr, if itis past, 
it might lead him to repentance and to fall in heartily with the truth, 
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or, to stand back from further profanation of holy things. And if none 
of these would be the result it would at least Jeave him without excuse 
and his blood would be on his own head. 

My thoughts begin now to form into some shape, and I propose with 
your leave, before | am done to suggest some things for the considera- 
tion of ministers and sessions, and after this | would bring forward se- 
veral cases which are of frequent occurrence to inquire whether they 
agree or not with this view of a profession. Ego. 





MINUTES 
Of the Associate Synod of Nurth America, at their Meeting in Pitts- 
burgh, May 24, 1837, and continued by adjournment, being their 
Thirty- Sixth Annual Meeting. 


The Synod met pursuant to adjournment and was constituted with prayer by A. 
Donnan, in the absence of the Moderator. 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 





Those members whose names are marked thus, ( were not present at the opening of Synod 

Of the Presbytery of Cambridge. | ELDERS. 

MINISTERS. | Messrs. Wm. Winter, 
Dr. Bullions, A. Cassil, 
Messrs. Anderson, R. M’Clelland, 
Miller, | H. Hamil, 
D. Gordon. R. Nelson, 
ELDERS. J. Anderson, 
Messrs. S. Dobbin, *John Kinnear. 
W. Dobbin. | Of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 
Of the Presbytery of Albany. | MINISTERS. 
MINISTERS. Messrs. Walker, 
Messrs. Ferrier, Hanna, 
H. Blair. Isaac, 
Of the Presbytery of Stamford. Clokey, 
MINISTERS. S. Hindman, 
*John Russell. Lindsay, 
Of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. Thos. Wilson. 

, MINISTERS. ELDERS. 
Messrs. T. M’ Naughton, Messrs. A. Hammond, 
McGill, | Thos. Lee, 

John S. Easton. | Ebenezer Henderson, 

ELDERS. John Auld, 

Messrs. A. Gaily John Pollock, 

Robt. Cummings. R. Meek, 
Of the Presbytery of Miami. *R. Taggart. 

MINISTERS, Of the Presbytery of Ohio. 

Messrs. Adams,* MINISTERS. 
Heron, | Messrs. Imbrie, 
Henderson, Murray, 

Wilson, E. N. Scroggs, 
*Templeton, D. Goodwillie, 
Ingles, W. Douthet, 
Wallaee, *J. Banks. 
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ELDERS. 
John Cowden, 
Andrew Ingies, 

Isaac Cowden, 

Joseph Lewis, 

*“James McConnell. 


Messrs. 


Of the Presbytery of Shenango. 


MINISTERS. 


Messrs. Dan|. M’Lane, sen., 


Wm. Pollock, 

*John France, 

* A. Boyd. 
ELDERS. 

Messrs. D. White, 

Wm. M’ Allister. 

Joseph Cross. 


Of the Presbytery of Chartiers. 


MINISTERS. 
Dr. Ramsay, 
Me ssrs. Allison, 


Donnan, 


B Boyd, 

Beveridge. 
ELDERS. 

Messrs. John M’Ginnis, 

Joseph Brownlee, 

James Wilson, 

Wm. Howie, 

Wm. Wilson, 

James M’Cormick, 

John Leiper, 

D. Reid, 

LD. Hart, 

Hugh M’Clelland. 


Of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 


MINISTERS. 
Dr. Bruce, 
Messrs. Joseph Scroggs, 
D. Blair, 
J. M’Carrel, 
John Hindman. 
ELDERS. 


French, Messrs. James Young, 
A. Wilson, James Mathews, 

M 'Elwee, Wom. Bruce, 

Rogers, *Nathaniel Miller. 

On motion, the reading of the Minutes of last year, was dispensed 
with, as they had been read and approved before publication. 

Mr. Anderson was chosen Moderator. 

Resolved, That the stated hour of meeting in the morning be half 
past eight o’clock, the hour of adjournment twelve, and the hour of 
meeting in the afternoon two o’clock. 

Adjourned till half past eight o’clock to-morrow morning.—Closed 
with prayer. 

May 2 

Mr. Walker having preached last evening from Ps. cxxii. 7, (first 
clause,) ‘‘ Peace be within thy walls’—Synod met this day and was 
opened with prayer. Members present as above, together with Messrs. 
Adams and Templet _ ministers, and Mr. John Kinnear, ruling elder, 
from the Presbytery of Miami; Joseph Banks, minister, and James 
McConnel, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Ohio; Messrs. France 
and A. Boyd, ministers, from the Pre sbyt tery of She nango; Mr. Na- 
thaniel Miller, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Alleghany ; Mr. 
Robert Taggart, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Muskingum being 
present, was invited to a seat. 

[he Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The following standing committees were appointed, viz: 

oY Supplies—Me ssrs. 8S, Wilson, M’Elwee, Hanna, H. Blair, M’Car- 
rel, Goodwillie, Pollock, Gordon, and M’Gill. 

Of Bills and Overtures—Messrs. Walker, D. Blair, and S 

On the Funds—J. P. Miller and Lee. 

On the Theological Seminary—Dr. Ramsay, A. Wilson and Clokey. 

On Ap peals— Messrs. Beveridge, M’ Naughton and Rodgers. 

On Missions—Messrs. Henderson, J. Scroggs and Easton. 

To transcribe the Minute s—Messrs. Hanna and Gordon. 


. Hindman. 
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Excuses for absence were offered on behalf of Messrs. Smart and A 
Gordon, and sustained. An excuse offered for the absence of P. Bul 
lions, was not sustained. 

Papers being called for the following were given in and read, viz : 

No. 1. The Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum, which was, on 
motion, laid on the table. 


Report of the Presbytery of Muskingum. 

Respecting the state of the congregations under our care, we have but little of 
general interest to report. It affords us unfeigned pleasure, as well as ground of 
thankfulness to the great Head of the church, to be able to say that peace and a 
good degree of harmony, prevails not only in our congregations generally, but 
amongst the members of Presbytery, and we sincerely hope that no unhallowed spi 
rit may ever be permitted to disturb this happy state of harmonious action. Accord 
ing to order of Synod, Messrs. Joseph McKee, John M. Scroggs, and William 
Bruce, after having satistactorily performed the probationary exercises assigned them, 
were licensed to preach the gospel, in the month of June last. 

The demand for laborers in this portion of our Lord’s vineyard continues to in- 
crease; as our older congregations gather strength they ask for a greater share of 
ministerial labor, consequently the connexion subsisting between different congre 
gations in the support of the same pastor must be dissolved, and the labors of minis- 
ters confined to a more limited sphere. The pastoral relation between the Rev. D. 
M’Lane and the congregation of Cambridge has been dissolved in consequence of a 
petition from Bloomfield, the other part of his charge, for the whole of his services ; 
an addition is thus made to the list of our vacancies. A call from the congregations 
of Wooster, Dover, and Killbuck, also one from Cambridge, Claysville, and Clear- 
Fork, both for Mr. Joseph McKee ; likewise a call from the congregations of McMa- 
hon’s Creek and Belmont, for Mr. Samuel Douthet, have all been sustained by Pres- 
bytery, and are herewith transmitted to Synod, with the hope that they will be pre- 
sented as early as practicable to the candidates, respectively, for acceptance. With 
respect to the ‘* Overture of Rules,” referred to Presbyteries by Synod, at its last 
meeting, we have only to report, that our views on the question of dividing the Sy- 
nod, or meeting by delegation, as expressed in our report of last year, have under- 
gone no change. We are not yet convinced that the dangers apprehended from 
the proposed measure are imaginary, or that the difficulties attending our present 
plan of meeting would be removed to any great extent. Adhering to these views, 
we are opposed to the adoption of those Rules, and hope the Synod will not hastily 
adopt a measure which we deem fraught with so much danger to the unity and peace 
of the church. By order of Presbytery. 

THOMAS HANNA, Presbytery Clerk. 

No. 2. A Petition from a number of the Students of Theology, pray- 
ing that Synod would so a!ter the course of study as to have two ses- 
sions each year, in place of one. This Petition was, on motion, referred 
to the committee on the Theological Seminary, to report thereon as 
soon as practicable. 

No. 3. Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the committee on Bills and Overtures, and also to the 
committee on Supplies. 

Report of the Presbytery of Cambridge. 
To the Associate Synod to meet in Pittsburgh on the 4th Wednesday of May, 1837. 

The Associate Presbytery of Cambridge report, that—Nothing particularly wor- 
thy of report, has occurred, since the last meeting of Synod, in the state of our set- 
tled congregations ; but the field of missionary labor under the care of this Presby- 
tery deserves the attention of *ynod. Two congregations, called Hemmingsford 
and Beech Ridge, in Lower Canada, have been organized. These, with several 
preaching stations, are calling for supply, which should not be less than the whole 
time of one missionary, if it can be obtained. 

Messrs. Galbraith and D. Thompson fulfilled their appointments with us as fully 
as could justly be required. 

An appeal from a decision of this Presbytery, has been taken, which, with accom- 
panying papers will be laid before Synod; and in connection with this case, a paper 
of complaint, by a member of the church is referred to Synod, and a decision requested 


ee PE 





Minutes of Synod 55 


nthe following question raised from it, viz: Had the Associate Session of Cam 
bridve aright to enter process and prosecute the case against the complainant at 
at their own bar, after he had, on an appeal, and when no process was commenced 
been di ed from Cambridge and annexed to Salem congregation, by 
a decision of Presbytery, although an appeal was taken from that decision ? 
Mr. John Skelly, formerly reported as examined by this Presbytery and condition- 

admitted as a Student in Theology, has not fulfilled the condition, and has join- 
ead in another com I n. 

Messrs. Archibald Reid and Isaac Law were, in last September, and Mr. David 
Bullions was, at this meeting, exa mine -d and admitted as Students in Theology, and 
recommended for a dmission at the Hall. 

Presbytery respec tfully recomme oe to Synod to take into consideration the S. 
priety of introducing a summer term into the course of Theological study at the Hall 
s as to make two terms each vear and six terms to com} slete the course. 

Presbytery have taken into consideration the Overtens on the Book of Discipline, 
and they recommend that it be recommitted in order to corrections, explanations and 
, and particularly the addition of appropriate forms. Such corrections, ex- 
planations and additions as Presbytery wish will be exhibited if required. 

A. ANDERSON, Presbytery Clerk. 
Argyle, April 26th, 1837. . 

No. 4. The Report of D. Murphy, assistant treasurer, which was, on 
motion referred to the committee on the funds. 

Dr. Associate Synod of N. America, in ac. with Daniel Murphy, As. Treas. Cr. 





1236 IN SYNOD'S FUND. 
June 3, To cash paid Rev. Joseph Clokey, $30.00 By balance as per report of June 
S, To cash paid Rev. Mr. Ferrier for 1837 Bt, Rico cece cces cases Qeenee 
missionary servVices,........ 6.00 March 23, By cash from Col. Thomas 
Aug. 17, To cash paid Moses Todd for ser Hemphill, Burke co., N.C., 
vices as sexton, . . rere 10.00 per Kev. A, Whyte,.... 2.50 
Dec 6. Tocash paid Hoffman & Ww hite for By cash from John Cochran, do., 2.50 
printing 194 er’ Book of By do. Samuel Cochran, pr do, 2.50 
Discipline,... . 26.95 By do. Mrs. Sam’! Cochran, do., 5.00 
Balance, : ne aa 725,08 —_——-—- 
$798.03 $798.03 
——2e ae —ee - 
1236 By Balance in Synod’s fund... 725.02 
Sep. 2. Tocash paid Mr. D. Houston, Sy- IN MISSIONARY FUND. 
ned’s Treasurer, at Cannons By balance us per report of June 
burg,.... ee $1,100.00 Bet, Bs « Pp ‘ 59.00 
Balance ; cooos Seeae IN STUDENT'S FUND. 
— — By balance as per report of June 
IS36 Ist, 1536,.. . 363,00 
Nov. 12, By cash from divi ler id on 
1837. Commercial b’k stock, 49 50 
May 13, By cash from do. do., 19.50 


462.00 
IN THEOLOGICAL HALL “FUND. 
By cash as per re oo of June 


ist, 1836,... cceeeeccee 95.07 
1,341.15 $1,341 15 
onan = 


The above statement will shew the amount remaining in the different funds be- 
longing to Synod in my hands, viz: two hundred forty-one dollars and fifteen cents. 


DANIEL MURPHY, .4ssistunt Treasurer. 

Philadelphia, May 17, 1237. 

No. 5. A communication from a Committee of the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, proposing a convention of delegates, from the various 
sections of the Reformed. This communication was, on motion, refer- 
red to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Beveridge, Heron and 
Cloke oy. 

The Records of Presbyteries being called for, the following examin- 
ing committees were ap pointed, viz: 

To examine the Records of Miami Presbytery—Messrs. M’Naugh- 
ton and Clokey. 

To examine those of Chartiers—Messrs. Miller and H. H. Blair. 

To examine those of Muskingum—Messrs. S. Wilson and D. 
McLane, sen. 
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To examine those of Ohio—Messrs. S. Hindman and Henderson. 

To examine those of Shenango—Messrs. D. Blair and John S. Fas 
ton. 

Svnod proceeded to the consideration of unfinished business. 

The report of the committee appointed last year, on the question “Is 
it censurable for a member of the church to enter a civil suit, &c.” was 
given in. read, and on motion laid on the table. 

Reasons of Protest against Synod’s act respecting the P ublication of 
the purpose of marriage, were called up; and after a brief discussion, it 
was agreed to postpone the further consideration fur the present. 

The Draught of the Book of Discipline, was taken up; and it was 
agreed that it be read, section by section. After reading the first chap- 
ter, and a brief discussion upon it, Synod adjourned till the usual hour. 
Closed with prayer. 

2 o'clock P. WV. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with James P. Ramsey, minister, and Messrs. Jacob 
Leslie and Robert Ramsey, ruling elders, from the Presbytery of Ohio ; 
Mr. John Moore, ruling elder, from the P1 esbytery, of Shenango; and 
Mr. John Hindman, minister, from the Pre sbytery of Alleghany. 

The Minutes of the former sitting were re vad and approved. 

The following papers were given in and read, viz : 

No. 6. A communication from the session of Barnet congregation, 
calling the Synod’s attention anew to the consideration of the question 
formerly proposed by them on the subject of fasting. This communi- 
cation was, on motion, laid on the table. 

No. 7. A communication from the Female Benevolent Society of 
Cambridge, informing the Synod of certain funds collected by them in 
aid of foreign missions. On motion, it was resolved, that Synod grate- 
fully accept the above donation, and return thanks to the donors. : 

Messrs. Heron and Clokey were called upon to report their fulfill- 
ment of their appointment to New-York last summer. They reported 
that they had not been able to execute their commission, the session of 
the Ist Congregation of New-York having declined their services. 
Their conduct was approved, and it was, on motion, resolved, that the 
case of Mr. Stark, and the 1st Congregation of New-York, be referred 
to the committee of Bills and Overtures. 

On motion, resolved, that the consideration of the Report on Slavery 
lying on the table, be made the order of the day for fier. Tuesday fore- 
noon, and notice was given, that all papers connected with the subject 
on which the Synod’s action is desired, should be presented on or betore 
that day. 

The Synod proceeded with the consideration of the subject under 
consideration in the forenoon, viz: the Draught of the Book of Disci- 
pline—after some discussion it was, on motion, resolved that the further 
consideration of the Draught be dismissed, and the Presbyteries required 
to report thereon at next meeting of Synod. 

The resolutions on covenanting lying on the table were taken up, 
and after some discussion it was, on. motion, resolved, that the Synod 
express their mind that they see no necessity for any farther rules on 
the subject in addition to those already in force. 

Dr. Bruce asked and obtained leave of absence (for some time,) dur- 
ing a part of each forenoon sitting. 


On motion, resolved, that a part of to-morrow’s forenoon sitting be 
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employed in the exercises of arpa and prayer, and Messrs. Walker 
and 3S. _— man were appointed to lead in the exercises. Adjourned 
till usual hour to-morrow morning. Clos d with prayer. 

l Wide LY, May 6th. 

After the exercises of praise and prayer, the Synod met and was 
opened with prayer by the Moderator. Members present as above, to- 
gether with Mr. John Russell, minister, from the Presbytery of Stam- 
ford, and Mr. Robert Meek, ruling elder, from the Presbytery of Mus- 
kingum. 

The Minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

An amendment having been proposed by Dr. Bullions, proposing to 
record a resolution which had been offered by him yesterday, and re- 
iected by Synod; which amendment was negatived. Dr. Bullions re- 
quested ‘his dissent to be marked from the decision, refusing to record. 
In this he was joined by Mr. Ferrier. 

Papers being calle d for, the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 8. The Report of the Presbytery of Miami, which was, on mo- 
tion, referred to the committee of supp lies. 

_ Report of the Presbytery of Miami. 


A rene 11 state Oo! ings in that section of the Chure inder our care 


are has un 
aergvone few chane » aimee the date of our last report. On the 19th of May last 
t 


, 

he Rev. Thomas S. Kendall, was installed Pastor of the congregations whose call 
he had accepted, and in which he had been laboring for some time previous, 

A « all tor Mr. George M. Hi; all » prea ner of the Gos} el, fri m the | nited Coy ore 
gations of Madison and Big Creek, Indiana, having been sustained, and by him ae 
epted, Mr. Hall was, on the 16th of September last, ordained to the office of the 
cospe ministry, and installed Pastor of said congregations 

Since the last meeting of Synod, some measures have been adopted by this Pres 
bytery to occupy a portion of our field of domestic missions hithertounemployed. In 
consequence of this effort, several new vacancies have been added to our list. and out 
laims upon the liberality of Synod rendered more urgent. In addition to this, peti 
tions for the supply of gospel ordinances have been received from a number of new 
places, chiefly in the state of Indiana, but for want of the necessary means, the most 


of these applications remain yet unanswered. 

The 
vear, has all been received with the exc eption of Mes . Ferrier and Galbrait h, who 
have neither appeared, nor condescended to assign any reasons for their failure. 

Calls for Mr. William Bruce, from the « ry es of Bethel, Warren county, 
Ill. and from Racoon—one from P rinceton, for Mr. John M. Scroggs—and one from 
New-Lebanon, &c. for Mr. James Dickson, also tee Salem and Limestone for Mr. 
James McGill, have been sustained and are herewith transmitted. 

Mr. John McAuley, a student of theology, under the care of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, who had connected himself with the Associate 
church, about the time of completing his course of study, made application to this 
Presbytery for licensure, and after the usual examination and trials, was,on the 16th of 
November last licensed to prea h the everlasting gospel, sinee which time he has been 
labouring with acceptance within our bounds, and is now referred to the Synod for 
appointments. E 

The subject of missions to the Heathen has continued 


beral portion of the labours of missionaries graated us by Synod for the last 


to occupy some portion of 
our attention, and we would respectfully renew our former s¢ lie itation that the Sy 
nod would give to the st ubject, as soon as practicable, such consideration as its magni- 
tude and importance demand, and l afford to our people an o pportunity of co-opera- 
ting with them in the good work. 

In reference to the overture of rules for the regulation of General and Provin 
cial Synods, referred to Presbyteries, this Presbytery would say—that 


adhering 
to the views expresset lin their report of last year, viz., that it would be 


wholly in- 
expedient in the existing state ot things, to change our present plan of meeting, we 
think that it would be somewhat premature to consider, with a view to adoption 
any system of rules predicated on the supposition of such change. 

On the 5th of September last, according to a previous arrangement of Pr esbytery, 
an Opportunity was offered at Xenia to such of our congregations as lay contiguous to 
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unite in the renewal of solemn covenant engagements—a good!y number who ne 
ver had covenanted before, came forward and subscribed with their hands to the 
Lord. while many who had been covenanters in other days declared their cone 
ence and their approbation of their former deed. 

The Presbytery have been endeavoring to ascertain the present condition and 
prospects of the Rev. James Lyle. The information obtained is herewith transmit- 
ted for the action of the Synod. 

An appeal has been taken froma late decision of Presbytery. This, together 
with a reference closely connected with it, is herewith transmitted. 

A call from Tuscaloosa for the Rev. Thomas S. Kendall has been befere us, but 
the Presbytery not seeing their wey clear to remove Mr. Kendall from his present 
charge have thought it their duty to continue the connection. At the same time 
they cannot but sympathise deeply with the brethren of Tuscaloosa in their helpless 
condition, and would respectfully urge upon Synod prompt attention to this inter- 
esting and promising portion of the church. By order of Presbytery. 

GEORGE M. HALL, Moderator. 
Anprraw Heron, Presbytery Clerk. 

May, 26, 1837. 

Mr. Russell was, on motion, added to the committee of supplies. 

No. 9. The Report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of supplies. 

Report of the Pre sbytery of ¢ hartiers 
‘T'o the Associate Synod :— 

Since last meeting of Synod, we have organized a congregatron in the vicinity of 
S. Buffalo, called the congregation of Wheeling. A change has also taken plac e in 
Mr. Rodgers’ charge. Ohio and Noblesburgh, the two branches of which it former 
ly consisted, viewing themselves as now each fully able to support a minister, peii- 
tioned Presbytery to dissolve their connection with one another, and continue Mr. 
Rodgers as pastor of one of them. This petition was granted, and Mr. Rodgers 
continued in Noblesburgh. Tumblestons Run is in a flourishing condition: and to 
afford adequate supply to it and the other two vacancies on our hands, would require 
nearly the labor of two ministers during the year. But if so much help cannot be al 
lowed to us, consistently with a due regard tothe wants of other Presbyteries, 
we request Synod to give us as large an allotment as circumstances will permit. A 
protest and appeal against a deed of Presbytery, disapproving of the election and in- 
stallation of an elder in N. Buffalo congregation, who is claimed by the session of 
Mount Hope as one of their members, was made by some members of Presbytery, 
and others. This protest and papers connected with it will be laid before Synod. 
On the subject ofa General Synod, we are of the same mind as when we reported 
last. The synodical fast was observed by all our members. 

BANKHEAD BOYD, Moderator. 


James Ramsay, Clerk. 


No. 10. The Report of the Presbytery of Ohio, which was, on mo- 
tion, laid on the table. 


Report of Presbytery of Ohio. 

The Presbytery of Ohio reports, that while we record with thanksgiving the ten- 
der mercies of the Lord unto us, that we have been hitherto sustained in our res- 
ponsibilities, bearing testimony for the truth of Christ, as his living witnesses, we 
report no material change in our circumstances. 

A call has been sustained in favor of Mr. James Patterson, from the united con- 
gregations of Yellow Creek, Scroggsfield, and Glade Run. This call has been pre- 
sented to the candidate and accepted. 

The overture of last Synod that we should establish sub-synods has been before 
us ; we report uafavorably to the proposed measure; we do not think it practicable 
to give full attention to the general meeting of Synod, and also to sub-synods in the 
same year, and were it the case that Synod would not meet annually, but once in two 
years, to make way for sub-synods, the common business of Synod would be unduly 
delayed. 

As to the prospect of settling business in sub-synods, by limiting causes, or pro- 
posing that they be settled in those courts, Synod, will admit us to express our 
doubts concerning the advantages expected. From such measures appeals are gene- 
rally carried to the highest tribunal, and the greater facility of taking causes into 
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sub-svnods micht increase instead of diminishing our public business ; and mores 


ver, it is not to be forgotten that the local distance of our me mbers, the one from 
the other, and difference of views resulting, might eventually estrange the diferent 
sections of the Associate church, the one from the other: one full meeting in Gen 
eral Synod of all our members annually, is an exce¢ llent means of preventing such 
evil consequences, and we trust that we will continue as we are for some time yet 


to come. 

Meeting in sub-synods 1s, we presume, essentially connected with meeting by 
deleg tion in General Synod, a measure which members of our pres! ylery are 
yet prepared to vind ate. 

” 'The subiect of missions has been before us, and we have only to say it must be : 
tended unto, and we hope it will be followed with vigour, by taking up the subject 
in sucha form that the attention of the church may be duly directed to that subject : 
we confess our silence upon that subject is reprehensible ; and our ay ole ry is founded 
upon the uncertain language of Synod upon the subject—sume speaking as if we 
were all for foreign mission, others all domestic. We believe there can be no 
doubt concerning the imperious duty of attending promptly to home missions in the 
first place, and then that we should as the Lord gives opportunity extend our exer- 
tions to other places, using our means for that purpose in subserviency to the great 
purposes of Divine Grace, that the knowledge of God, and of Christ crucified, inay 
be extended to all the nations of the earth. 

The case of Mr. Donaldson, which was carried up to your court, at its last meet- 
ing has been before us, and it was found that he had not submittec to your decisions 
in his case, and that he was still persisting in a state of opposition to our authority ; 
he was at our meeting in Septembe r last judicially suspended. 

As our vacancies are mostly settled, our demands for supply of preaching will not 
be so urgent as formerly, still we ‘hoj e that we will not be overlooked. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
DAVID IMBRIE, Moderator. 

D. Goopwitur, Cler/ 


No. 11. The Report of the Presbytery of Stamford, which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Stamford. 
Stamrorp, U. C., April 19, 1837. 

In presenting our report, we have to acknowledge the kindness of the Great Head 
of the Church in granting a fixed dispensation of Gospel ordinances to two of our 
principal vacancies, and thus strengthening our hands by increasing our number. 
Mr. D. Coutts, a preacher from Sc oth: and, having been admitted by Presbyte Ty, was 
ordained in Esquesing last June, and Mr. D. Strang was ordained in York, in Sep- 
tember. But while we gratefully acknowledge the divine kindness in th us Tespec t, 
we have to report, and we do it with deep regret, that the small, but steadfast con 
gregation in London, has been left almo st entirely destitute ; and stations formerly 
occupied by Synod’s Missionaries, have been tots ally neglected for want of supp ily. 
This may be in part owing to our last year's report not having reache d Synod, but 
principally to the supply allotted to us not being realized : all the suy pply from Synod 
which we have received since our being erec ted into a Presbytery, has been three 
months from Mr. D. Strang, and one from Mr. Hall, though we have to acknowledge 
the services of Messrs. Coutts and D. Strang in our vacancies, where they labored 
sometime immediately before their ordination, 

In addition to the destitute state of the country in general, and that of the places 
formerly occupied as stations, which the Synod, by their former missionaries, 
ple .dged themselves not to overlook, several other considerations might be urged by 
Presbytery to induce Synod to afford an abundant and efficient supply. The present 
state of this c ountry is such that the minds of settlers in various parts have been Jed 
to regard with approbation the principles of our church, which have always been 
found “favorab le to the extension of rational liberty, as well as the purity of the Gos- 
pel. Accordingly, from several parts applications have been made for sermon, and 
from others, anxious inquiries have been received as to the probability of obtaining 
frequent supply, if petitions for it were presented. 

Though the preaching of the gospel by Synod’s missionaries and stated pastors, 
may not have been productive of all that good which might be desired, yet there is 


every reason to conclude that their labors have not been j in vain in the ‘Lord; 


and 
surely, 


the fact, that a Presbytery of four settled ministers now exists, where a few 
years ago the Associate Church had no footing, deserves to be acknowledged with 
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vratitude to the Great Head of the Church, and imperiovsly demands that the Synod 
should not be weary inw ell-doing, but persevere in their exertions. 
With this we transmit a companying papers of protest and 

of Presbytery on a case that was brought up from the session of Dumtries. 


JOHN RUSSELL, Moderator. 


appeal acainst a decision 


No. 12. The Report of the Presbytery of Albany, which was, also 
referred to the committee of supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Albany. 

We have nothing particular to notice in respect to the state of our congregations. 
At a meeting of Presbytery, on July 20, 1836, Chauncey Webster, after passing the 
usual trials, was licensed to preach the gospel. Mr. H. H. Blair, after passing the 
usual trials, was on the 24th of August, 1836, ordained to the office of the holy min- 
istrv, and to the pastoral charge of the second associate congregation of New-York. 
At a subsequent meeting, a call from the associate congregation of Troy, tor the 
Rev. Peter Bullions, was sustained, and being accepted by the candidate, he was in- 
stalled in the pastoral charge of said congregation onthe 28th December. A mode- 
ration has been granted to the associate congregation of Newark, and a call made out 
for Mr. Chauncey Webster. 

‘Tine Rev. Andrew Stark still continues to resist the authority of Synod. Pres- 
bytery regret to say that in this course he has been countenanced and encouraged b 

me ministers in ourcommunion. The memorial in reference to his case, which wi 
come before your reverend body, and which has been signed by one of our own num 
ber among others, we feel constrained to say contains an incorrect, unfair, and par- 
tial statement of the whole case. 

A number of families in the city of Brooklyn have petitioned to be taken under the 
care of Presbytery, and organized as a congregation, which has been granted. 
Though Presbytery has not been heretofore able to comply with the petition from 
Fall River, Mass., the people there, in connection with some in Providence, Rhode 
Island, continue to petition, and do now through Presbytery, solicit from Synod 
constant supply for one year, at the end of which time they expect to be able to sup 
port a minister in each place. In view of these pressing applications we hope Synod, 
will see the urgency of our claims to a liberal portion of the supply at their disposal. 
At least three preachers will be necessary to give any adequate measure of supply to 
the vacancies springing up under our care. 

In reference to the overture for a Book of Discipline, Presbytery report, that they 
judge it proper that it be recommitted to another committee, with a view to render 
some things in it more explicit. They would also recommend that it be somewhat 
enlarged. Onthe overture respecting a general and sub-synods, we have nothing 
particular to report. By order of Presbytery. 


V 
} 
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JOHN G. SMART, Clerk. 


No. 13. The Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which was 
likewise referred to the committec of supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

Our usual peace and harmony continue. No material changes have occurred in 
the settled congregations. We notice, however, with sorrowful feelings, the de- 
cease of ene brother eminently beloved. Rev. Thomas Clarkson died on the 13th 
June last. Two congregations have been recently organized within our bounds, viz : 
Bellefonte and Sinking Creek. These now unite with Huntingdon, in urgent peti- 
tion to Synod for one year’s stated supply. We hope their petitions will by no 
means be neglected. 

A call for Mr. Joseph McKee, from the congregation of Baltimore, has been sus- 
tained, and is herewith laid before Synod with our request that it be presented to 
him at your present meeting. A call for Mr. Chauncey Webster from the congrega- 
tion of Philadelphia, has also been sustained, and we ask the Synod to direct its 
presentation to him as early as possible. A petition from the congregation of Phila- 
delphia for the organization of a 2nd congregation has been granted,and we, therefore, 
urge our increasing need for supply. If both the calls we report should be accepted, 
we have still necessity for at least two constant laborers among our vacancies. 
We do respectfully, but importunately, insist, that the wants of our vacancies should 
not be disregarded. They have suffered much already, and their existence will be 
jeoparded by further inattention. Discouraged by disappointment and the long in- 
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tervals of supply, they will either relax their hold of our principles, or seek for ordi- 
nances In new and distant places. 
ALEXANDER T. McGILL, Moderator. 

Joun 8S. Easton, Clerk pro tem. 

The Presbytery of Alleghany requested the privilege of deferring the 
presentation of their Report till the afternoon sitting. The request was 
cranted. 

No. 14. A communication trom certain individuals in Mercer con- 
sregation, requesting supply and the moderation of a call; said petition 
was, on motion, referred to the Presbytery of Shenango. 

No. 15. A communication from the Rev. A. Whyte, jun., containing 
an unoflicial report of the state of the Presbytery of the Carolinas, and 
a request to have his dissent recorded from the decision of last year, in 
the case of Mr. Stark. This communication was, on motion, referred 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Donnan, Adams and Hanna. 

No. 16. A Memorial from the Rev. Alexander Gordon and certain 
brethren of the Session of Putnam congregation, complaining of some 
representations in a published memorial of certain brethren of th> Sy- 
nod, respecting the case of Mr. Stark. This memorial was, on motion, 
laid on the table. 

No. 17. A memorial from David Brown, a ruling elder, of the ‘con- 
gregation of Cesar’s Creek, remonstrating against the Synod’s decision 
of last year, in the case of Mr. Stark. ‘This memorial was, on motion, 
laid on the table. 

Adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

2 oclock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above; the minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 
Mr. Wm. Wilson asked and obtained leave of absence for the remain- 
ing sittings of the Synod. 

Papers being called for the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 18. The Report of the Presbytery of Shenango which was, on 
motion, referred to the committee of bills and overtures, and also the 
committee of supplies. 


Report of the Presbytery of Shenango. 

Few changes of importance have occurred in that portion of the church under our 
immediate care, since our last report to Synod: Go has given us peace in all our 
congregations, and we hope has made the preaching of his word, and the dispensa- 
tion of Gospel ordinances, means of causing our people to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of Christ. According to order, Messrs. Samuel Douthet and James 
McGill, having satisfactorily performed the exercises assigned them as subjects of 
trial, were licensed to preach the gospel on the 20th of July last. The appointments 
given your itinerant preachers in our bounds have all been fulfilled, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Scroggs, whose excuse was forwarded to Presbytery and sustained. 
The case of Mr. Beggs, as reported to Synod at her last meeting, is not yet issued. 
The Presbytery, on receiving all the testimony that could be obtained, proceeded to 
judge the case ; and after considering the testimony for some length of time, were 
led to believe that the case was involved, in some degree, in obscurity. It was also 
important in its nature and consequences both to Mr. Beggs and the church; hence, 
instead of giving our judgment, agreed to refer the case, simpliciter, to Synod for 
final adjudication. But at our next meeting of Presbytery Mr. Beggs presented a 
petition for a reconsideration of his case, promising to afford additional light on the 
subject ; his petition was granted, but owing to uncontrollable circumstances in the 
providence of God, has not been acted on. The pastoral relation of Mr. Beggs to 
his charge was dissolved, and the congregations composing it declared vacant. 
Owing to the increase of vacancies, Presbytery would respectfully solicit Synod 
for a liberal portion of supplies. A call from one of the congregations in our bounds, 
has been been made out fora part of the labors of the Rev. William Douthet, of 
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Ohio Presbytery. which we have deferred presenting to him, believing that we could 

not consistent with presbyterial order, present a ca]] to a member of another Presby- 

tery, still retaining the congregation in our bounds; in which case the Presbytery 

would respectfully ask the advice of Synod. The petition from Mercer and Spring- 

field « ongr gation, prese nted to Synod and referred to us to report on, Is subscribed 

by only tour persons, two of which are not in the communion of our church: hence 
» think their prayer cannot be sence 


DANIEL McLEAN, Moderator. 


No. 19. The Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological 
rato which was on motion, eaeal and laid on the table. 


Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary. 

On the 29th of March last the Board met and proceeded to the duties assigned 
them by Synod. According to the report of the Professors, it appeared that the fol- 
lowing named Students attended the lectures, the last session, viz: Messrs. Robert 
Forrester, Edward Smal! and James P. Smart, of the 4th year. Josey - T. Cooper, 
J. W. Harsha, James Law, Samuel McArthur, John L. McLane, Isaac N. Lawhead, 
and Wm. H. Walker, of the 3d year. Thomas Gilkerson, James Hawthorn, Wm. 
Smith and David R. Imbrie, of the 2d year. John Bryan, John M. French, Isaac 
Law, Daniel H. A. McLean, Archibald Reid, and George C. Vincent, of the Ist 
year. Mr. Hamilton, a Student of the 4th year, was absent part of the session, on 
account of indisposition. Mr. McArthur having given a statement of his circum- 
stances, and of the time devoted to Theological studies, under the care of the Pres- 
byteries of Cambridge and Albany, the Board agreed to recommend to Synod that 
he be considered a Student of the 4th year. Mr. Jatnes Brown attended the lectures 
last session, on account of some difficulties he was unable to attend the previous ses 
sion, but had pursued his studies under the care of the Presbytery of Miami, it was 
agreed to recommend him to Synod as a Student of the 2d year. It was also agreed 
that Mr. Lawhead, who was absent at the same time, under similar circumstances be 
considered a Student of the 3d year. 

Discourses were delivered by all the Students present, excepting those of the Ist 
year, they were also examined on the Hebrew Bible, Ecclesiastical History, Sacred 
Geograp hy, and the system of Theology at considerable length, the whole was ap 
proved as a specimen of improvement in Theological studies, 

The Students of the semor class, to wit, Messrs. Robert Forrester, Samuel McAr- 
thur, Edward Small, and James P. Smart, were then examined on the peculiar prin- 
ciples of the Secession Church, and having given satisfaction, both as to their The- 
ological attainments, and views of the principles of this church, are hereby recom 
mended to Synod to be taken on trials for licence. 

By order of the Board, THOMAS HANNA, Secretary. 

No. 20. A memorial from the 1st Congregation of New-York, re- 
monstrating against the proceedings and de cision of Synod last year, 
in the case of Mr. Stark. This memorial Was, on motion, laid on the 
table. 

No. 21. The Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany, which was, on 
motion, referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Beveridge, 
Rodgers and Clokey. 


Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 

No very remarkable changes have taken place among us since last me eting of 
Synod, Mr. Galbraith having accepted of a call from the united congregations of 
Bethel, Turtle creek, Warren, and F reeport, was ordained and installed asthe Pastor 
of these congregations in the month of November. As to the state of religion within 
the bounds of our Presbytery, we have reason to say that we have both grounds of 
lamentation and rejoicing. We still enjoy the invaluable blessing of peace in our 
congregations and among the ministers of the Presbytery. When we meet in Pres- 
bytery, it is as brethren in the ministry of reconciliation, and we are now strangers 
to that anger, malice, ill-will, guile, hypocrisy, and double-dealing which destroy the 
vitals of religion, and make the ministers of the gospel contemptible and base before 
the people. We have reason to lament the want of religion which appears much 
throughout the bounds of the Presbytery. This shews itself, not in any renunciation 
of our public principles, nor in the decrease of our members, but in the love of many 
waxing cold, and in the growth of a worldly spirit and conformity to the world. 
Gospel ordinances are not valued as they ought to be valued, above all earthly con 
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cerns to ourselves and posterity. We increase in numbers and in riches, yet be- 
me more unable to support gospel ordinances. This day Mr. McCarrel has ten- 

dered the resignation of his charge to Presbytery on the grounds that the promised 

support has not been given him, and that he cannot live by the ministry among them. 

He will no doubt be released from his charge at the next meeting, unless the people 

give us grounds to believe that they will support him in the ministry. We hope 

Svnod will give us that share of supply to our vacancies which the members of Pres- 
ytery may th ink necessary for 6 ir condition. 

We wr e that Synod will take at this meeting the proper measures for bringing the 
lone continued strife and contention of the old Cambridge Presbytery to a termina- 
tion. Our whole church will be affected with this leaven, unless we can resist it on 
Gospel principles and in a Gospel spirit. ‘The various publications which have ap- 
pe ared on this strife and contention, have greatly helped forward the affliction. We 
allude to publications in the Religious Monitor and a variety of pamphlets, which are 
calculated to work on the depraved part of our nature. We do hope that men who 

each the same doctrines, and have espoused the same public profession, will yet 
learn to love one another, and cease to labor in destroying each others usefulness in 
the world. D. BLAIR, Woderator. 

Joun erie Clerk. 

No. 22. A memorial on the subject of occasional hearing, from the 
session of Carmel congregation. This memorial was, on motion, laid 
on the tab * 

No. 23. A remonstrance from Dr. Bruce, against the decision of Sy- 
nod last year in the case of Mr. Stark. This memorial was, on motion, 
led « on the table. Mr. D. Blair craved the privilege of joining with 
Dr. Bruce in the above remonstrance if he shall hereafter think proper 
30 todo. His excuse for absence from the last meeting of Synod was 
sustained, and the request was granted. 

No. 24. A complaint by the Rev. Peter Bullions against the Presby- 
tery of Albany, for withholding certain testimony which he deemed ne- 
cessary in order to enable him to prosecute an appeal which he had ta- 
ken from said Presbytery. ‘This complaint was, on motion, laid 
the table. 

No. 25. A memorial from Mr. Beggs praying that the Synod would 
take into their own hands and decide his case now in the hands of the 
Presbytery of Shenango. This memorial was referred to the Pre sby- 
tery of Shenango, and at the request of said P resbytery, Messrs. Beve- 
ridge, Imbrie and E. N. Scroggs were appointed to aid the Presbytery 
in issuing the case. 

No. 26. A memorial from Messrs. A. Whyte, and others, remonstra- 
ting against the decision of Synod last year in the case of Mr. Stark. 
‘This memorial was, on motion, laid on the table. 

Dr. Bullions and Mr. Banks were appointed a committee to examine 
the records of the Presbytery of Stamford. 

P apers were laid on the table relative to an appeal by John Robert- 
son of Cambridge, from a decision of the Presbytery of ‘ Gusuaee in 
the case of Mr. John Dobbin. These papers were, on motion, referred 
to the committee on appeals. 

On motion, resolved, that the different calls reported by Presbyteries 
as in their hands for probationers, be presented by Synod to such of the 
candidates as may be present, for acceptance, with the understanding 
that they shall continue to supply, according to the standing order of 
Synod till the end of their probationary year. In accordance with this 
resolution, the following calls were presented to Mr. Joseph McKee, 
viz: one from the united congregations of Wooster, Dover, and Kill- 
buck, one from the united congregations of Cambridge, Claysville and 
Clear Fork, and one from the congregation of Baltimore. The call 
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from Wooster, &c. was accepted. ‘The call from New Lebanon, for 
Mr. James Dickson reported by the Presbytery of Miami, was present- 
ed and rejected. The call from Princeton for Mr. John M. Scroggs, 
was presented and rejected. ; 

The Report of the committee on the communication of the committee 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, was presented and, on motion, 
adopted as follows, viz: * The committee appointed to report on the 
letter of a committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod beg leave to 
submit the following. The proposal of a convention of ‘“ those churches 
that approximate nearest to each other in doctrine, worship and order,” 
contained in a letter of our brethren has not received the official sanc- 
tion of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, yet without waiting for this, 
we have no hesitation in expressing our willingness to co-operate in ay 
scriptural measures for eflecting an entire union, or more harmony 
among the churches of the reformation. ‘The history of the attempts 
made for some years past to eflect, or which actually eflected organical 
union among some of these churches, has in several instances been dis- 
couraging, yet if, from the character of the societies acceding to 
the proposal of a convention, and the spirit manifested by them, 
any thing should appear of a more favorable nature, the Associate 
Synod will hold themselves in readiness to comply with such arrange- 
ments as may be made to effect the desirable end intended. We have 


much to hope, and nothing to dread from a union of the churches of 


Christ, effected without any compromise of truth or righteousness. 
Resolved, that a committee be appointed to present the above to the 
committee of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod, and to receive from 
them, or from the said Synod any communication in reply.” 

Dr. Ramsay and Messrs. Allison and Beveridge were appointed a 
committee for the above purpose. 

Messrs. Miller and France, ministers, and Mr. John Leiper, ruling 
elder, obtained leave of absence. 

Papers connected with the protest alluded to in the report of the 


Presbytery of Stamford, were, on motion, referred to the committee of 


appeals. 

"hh excuse was offered for the absence of the Rev. James Martin, 
from the present meeting and sustained. Adjourned till the usual hour 
to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Saturday, May 27. 

The Synod met and opened withprayer. Members present as above. 
The minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Papers being called for the following were given in and read, viz: 

No. 27. A petition from the congregation of Bellefont, &c. for supply 
of gospel ordinances for one year. 

No, 28. A petition from Huutingdon and Newtown Hamilton, to the 
same effect. Both these petitions were, on motion, referred to the 
committee of supplies. 

No. 29. A Report from the committee appointed to purchase books 
for the Theological Seminary which was, on motion, adopted and laid 
on the table. 

No. 30. Extracts from the minutes of the Session of Cambridge con 
gregation in reference to the case of John Dobbin, as brought up in the 
appeal of John Robertson, as noted above. ‘These extracts were, on 
motion, referred to the committee on appeals. 

Extracts of a letter from the Rev. James Irvine, deceased, to Chaun- 
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cey Webster, relative to the case of Mr. Stark, were offered and read ; 
after some discussion it was, on motion, resolved, that this paper be re- 
turned. Against this decision Mr. D. Blair entered his protest, and in 
this hé was joined by H. H. Blair. 

The committee to whom the Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany 
was referred, presented a report which after some discussion was re- 
committed. 

The Report of the Board of Managers of the Theological Seminary, 
was called up; and it was, on motion, resolved, that the recommenda- 
tion of the Board with regard to the respective standing of the Students, 
viz: Messrs. McArthur, Laughead and Brown, be adopted. 

Messrs. R. Forrester, S. McArthur and Edward Small were ordered 
to be taken on trial for licensure, by the Presbytery of Chartiers, and 
Messrs. James P. Smart and Wm. Y. Hamilton by the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia. 

On motion, resolved, that the consideration of the papers relative to 
the decision of Synod last year in the case of Mr. Stark be made the 
order of the day for Monday afternoon. Mr. Joseph Cross obtained 
leave of absence for the remaining sittings of Synod. Adjourned till 
the usual hour on Monday morning. Closed with prayer. 

Monday, May 29th. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer by Mr. Walker, in the 
absence of the Moderator. Members present as above, together with 
Mr. Galbraith, minister, from the Presbytery of Alleghany, and Adam 
Gib attending in the room of John Leiper; Robert Young, in the room 
of John Cowden; John Gilmore, in the room of Joseph Brownlee, and 
Isaac Walker, in the room of David Reid. 

Messrs. Matthews and Gaily, obtained leave of absence for the re- 
maining sittings of Synod. 

The committee of appeals reported on the appeal of John Robertson, 
which had been referred to them. The report after a brief discussion, 
was recommitted. 

The committee on bills and overtures reported on the question of ju- 
risdiction, submitted in the report of the Presbytery of Cambridge, and 
their report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

The Report of the committee to examine the records of the Presby- 
tery of Miana was given in, and, on motion, adopted. 

The committee of appeals reported on the appeal alluded to in the re- 
port of the Presbytery of Stamford. After a brief discussion the re- 
port was accepted, and together with the documents connected with 
the appeal, laid on the table. 

The committee to whom the Report of the Presbytery of Alleghany 
had been referred presented an amended Report. After a free discus- 
sion, the Report was, on motion, adopted. 

Report of the committee on the repoet of the Presbytery of Alleghany. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Presbytery of Alleghany beg 
leave to state to Synod, that while we have reason to rejoice with that Presbytery in 
their harmony and freedom from all malice, ill will, &c., and to lament over distur 
bances existing among others, yet there are in the last paragraph of their report 
some severe reflections which, without impeaching their intentions, we think the Sy 
nod should disapprove. We allude to their having characterized some ‘ publications 
in the Religious Monitor,” and also ‘a variety of pamphlets,” by which appear to 
be intended some publications of Mr. Stark, the presbytery of Albany, and a memo- 
rial signed by the Rev. A. White and others, as ‘‘calculated to work on the de- 
praved part of our nature ;” and also to their speaking of those concerned in them 
as persons who had yet to learn tolove one another, and to cease from laboring to 
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destroy each other’s usefulness. Wethink that such reflections, whether true or 
talse, should not be introduced into Presbyterial reports. 
T. BEVERIDGE, 
JOSEPH CLOKEY, 
J. RODGERS. 

From the decision adopting the above Report, Messrs. Donnan, He- 
ron. 8S. Hindman, Allison and Pollock, craved their dissent to be marked, 
for reasons to be given in. Mr. D. Blair protested in his own name, 
and in the name of any that may see proper to unite with him. 

On motion, Mr. James P. Miller was appointed Treasurer pro tem., 
for the purpose of receiving any monies transmitted to the Synod’s 
Bible Society. 

On motion, resolved, that Mr. Rodgers be substituted in the room otf 
Mr. Beveridge, to aid the Presby tery of Shenango in issuing the case 
of Mr. Beggs. 

The calls reported for Mr. Wm. Bruce were presented, and that from 
sJethel, Warren “o., Illinois, accepted. 

On motion, resolved, that the Presbytery of Muskingum be authori- 
zed to present the call to Mr. S. Douthett, as soon as they may find 
convenient. 

On motion, the calls for Mr. C. Webster were referred to the Pres- 
bytery of Albany, for presentation. Adjourned till the usual hour. 
Closed with prayer. 

2 0 cloc k P. WV. 

‘The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with Rev. Wm. Wilson from the Presbytery of Char 
tiers, and Andrew Miller, ruling elder, attending in the room of Wm. 
Wilson; Joseph McNary in the room of James Wilson ; Hugh Lusk 
in the room of James McCormick; John C. Hanna in the room of 
Wm. Howe, and Samuel Galbraith in the room of Wm. McAllister. 

The Minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approve od. 

The Presbytery of Muskingum reported that they had presented to 
Mr. Samuel Douthett a call from the united congregations of Belmont 
and M Mahon’s Creek, which was accepted. 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read, 

No. 31. The Report of Mr. Wm. Bruce, respecting the Western 
Mission. Said report was, on motion, referred to the committee on the 
funds, and also that of supplies. 

Report of the Western Mission. 
To the Associate Synod to meet at Pittsburgh, the fourth Wednesday of May, 1837, 
is presented the following Report : 

Brethren—Y our missionary being appointed in the presbytery of Ohio during the 
month of August, it was not until the second Sabbath of October that he reached 
the first vacancy properly belonging to the mission. The five intervening Sab 
baths he spent in duties appropriate to his calling; at Unity, Muskingum, Cesa: 
Creek, and two at Racoon, Indiana. Ile reached Bethel, Warren county, Illinois, 
the second Sabbath of October, where he remained four Sabbaths in succession. 
Thence he removed to Bufialo and Sharon, your vacancies in Pike and Lincoln coan 
ties, Missouri, where he spent three Sabbaths. Thence he removed to A pple- Creek 
Green, co., Illinois, where he remained seven Sabbaths, including the remaining time 
of his appointment 

In adtition to his attending to the exercises expected of him on all those Sab 
baths, he might state that he was engaged in preaching on several week days at Buf. 
talo and Apple creek, and attended to the Synod’s fast at the latter place, for which 


he received six dollars, ‘The state of the country, and particularly of your vacancies 


in the west, certainly demands of this Synod more than former attention. It may 
yistly be said that the members of your communion in those places which your mis- 
sionary visileu, are in the midst of those, who while they profess the name of Christ, 
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and an adherence to the doctrines contained in the sacred Oracles, are openly 
he commandments of men. Your missionaty at the request of 


} + . +} > 
teaching for these 


many members of those western vacancies, would solicit Synod to send them an or- 
dained minister, as there are many children whose parents have not had the oppor- 
tunity of having them baptized. ‘To accomplish whit h may the God of all grace 
pour out upon you the spirit of power, of love, and ofa sou nd mind. 
Respectfully submitted to the Associate Synod in session, by 
} . WILLIAM BRUCE. 

Your Missionary received forthe time spent on the mission within five dollars of 
the customary allowance, as will appear from the annexed accounts 
Synod to William Bruce, Dr. 

"For 14 Sabbaths, «o+cccecccccccccescccccsssccseccesssseseesssess 884,00 


Received of Bethel Congregation, «+++seseeeeseeeeeeeess $24.00 


6 ot a, TOE. 6.60006 s0nn seed ssh eennes 10.00 
sé of Apple Creek. Illinois, «ccccccccecccccccecces 42.00 
from James Pinckerton, «++eecscceeeeesveeees 1.00 
from Zechariah Allen, «ccccccccsccsscccescecs 2.00 


79.10 





Ballance due, ----- $05.00 
The Synod proceeded to the order of the day, viz: the consideration 
of the papers connected with the Synod’s decision of last year, in the 
case ot Mr. Stark. In the progress of the discussion certain pi ipe rs con- 
nected with the case were read and, on motion, laid on the Synod’s table. 
A motion being under consideration to review the decision of last 
year in the case of Mr. Stark, after a free discussion, but before going 
through the roll the Synod adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow 
morning. Closed with prayer. 
Tuesday, May 30. 
The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together a the Rev. John Dickey, from the Presbytery of 
Alleghany, and James McNarey attending in the room of David Hart, 
and Wm. Smiley, in the room of John McGinnis. 
Papers being called for, there was given in and read, 
No. 32. Report of S . Douthett, Missionary to the West, which was, 
on motion, referred to the committee on the funds, and also that of supplies. 


Report of S. Douthett, Missionary to the West. 
To the Associate Synod, to meet at Pittsburgh, May 24. 

The appointment given me by Synod, required that I should itinerate five 
months, on the western mission, commencing with 1st. of December. In conse 
quence ofthe inclemency of the weather—tlie fall of rains—rise of the waters, and 
almost impassible state of the roads, I was unable to reach Unity, in Randolph co. 
[\]., before the third Sabbath of December. The remaining two Sabbaths of Decem 
ber, and three of January were spent at Unity and places adjacent. The people of 
these places are very urgent for a supply of preaching. They have twice made at- 
tempts to obtain a stated ministry; but owing to their great distance from presby 
tery, and the ditficulty of communication after t the +y hear the young men (being gener 
ally in the winter) before they could get an order for a moderation; and a call pre 
pared in regular form, Sy nod met—the probationers were either settled or sent to 
other sections of the church, and they still left destitute. They have not been vis 
ited by any missionary except myself, since Mr. Blair was with them; of this they 
complain, and consider it a source of discouragement and cause of diminishing their 
strength, as some of their number have, ¢uring the last summer, joined another 
church. Notwithstanding these discouragements there are a considerable number 
that seem warmly attached to secession principles, who are determined to make fur 
ther efforts. A petition is therefore presented with this report requesting one year’s 
stated supply, in which they pledge themselves to pay the fu!l allowance of Synoa 
The fourth Sabbath of January, preached at Mr. John Walker's, on the head of Elk- 
horn creek, six miles from Nashville, Washington county. This place was not for 
merly visited by any of our missionaries, and although at present there are not ma 
ny members at this place in our communion, yet there is a prospect of considerablb 
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accession could preaching be sent them. On Monday following I preached by re 


i 


quest, three miles from Mr. Walker's, to an audience composed principally of Pres 
byterians of the *‘old school,” who had also attended sermon on Sabbath. In con 

verse with a number of these people, some avowed their determination to attach 
themselves to the secession church the first opportunity. They have had our testi- 
mony among them, seem pleased with the principles, and in some instances have 
laid aside the use of a human psalmody. The prospect for success 1s promising in 
this place, and not being more than 18 miles from Unity could be united under the 
same ministry. Thence I proceeded to Bond county and preached one Sabbath at 
Mr. John Montgomery’s. The families here had become discouraged, and since 
with the exception of one Mr. Meikle, have removed to the head waters of the Gas- 
conade river, Pulaski co. Missouri, a country inviting to settlers; where they ap 

prehend the prospect is better for forming a congregation, end where they are anxious 
to obtain supply. I then passed up to Apple creek, and spent the first Sabbath of 
February. The people of this place are very solicitous for preaching, as their petiton 
will manifest. Thence I proceeded to Jacksonville, and preached the second Sabbath 
of February, at Mr. David MeCoy’s, near said place. From this place | went to 
Elison, Warren co., and spent one Sabbath. Thence to Hennepin, Putnam county, 
where I remained five Sabbaths. The prospect here is good, if the field be immedi- 
ately occupied. The first Sabbath of April, on my return, I spent in Elison. I then 
crossed the Mississippi, into Wisconsin Territory, and preached the second and 
third Sabbaths in a settlement forming on the head waters of Crooked creek—emi 

gration to this place is rapid, and they expect in one year to be able to support a 
minister. The fourth Sabbath of April I spent at Buffalo, Pike co., Missouri. The 
last Sabbath of April, I preached at Mr. John Gracey’s, Sugar creek, south east cor 

ner of Madison co. Indiana. 

This terminated my synodical appointment. It is unnecessary to offer arguments 
why Synod should continue to afford as liberal a supply to this section of the country as 
possible. Itis sufficient to observe, that all the arguments used by former mission 
aries, might be repeated with renewed force. The churches generally which are 
scattered over this extensive region are very corrupt. Many attached to them have 
become dissatisfied both with their principles and practice, and seem only to wait 
a favorable opportusity to come out from among them. Again the tide of emigra- 
tion both from the old states and from Europe to the western country is exceeding- 
ly rapid—many find their way to that country who cannot find a church with which 
they can agree. These standneutral. In converse with a number of this class, a 
disposition was manifested to unite with the secession church if an opportunity were 
offered. An ordained minister might have admitted a considerable number to our 
communion. Most ofthe places which I visited were urgent in their solicitations 
that an ordained minister be sent the coming season, which would, without doubt, 
greatly contribute to the success ofthe mission. In conclusion we might remark, 
that if Synod can grant to Unity, Applecreek, Hennepin, and the settlement on 
Crooked creek, Wisconsin, the supply for which they have petitioned, or even less, 
provided preaching would be continued three or four months in succession, it is alto 
gether probable each place would take a stated ministry in one year. All of which 
is respectfully submitted—By your’s submissively. 

S. DOUTHETT. 
The Associate Synod, 
To S. Douthett, Dr. 
For Missionary labor from Ist Dec. to Ist May—22 Sabbaths, «+--+. $132.00 
Received from the Unity Congregation, Flat Prairie, ---- $30.00 


ss from Mr. Walker, Elkhorn Prairie, -++-+++++.. 3.00 
“ from Mr. Clark & Montgomery Forks, School C’k, 2.50 
66 from Applecreek, «++eseeeseeseeeceeserenees 6.00 
”" from David McCay, Cee ee ee eee ewes eneesenes 3.00 
6 from people on Elison, ++++eseseeeceeeeeeees 12,00 
66 from Hennepin, OU O0 66 SOUWH 0 60 C6600 oes Ode 12.00 
“6 from the people on Crooked Creek,* +-+++++++++ 12.00 
sé from Buffalo, -o-cccecccccccccccscccccccces 1.50 
te from Mr. Gracey and people of Sugar creek con. 6.00 


° 
$8.00 





Ballanee due, «+++eseses- $44.00 


This place is 40 miles due west from Rev. James Bruce, Warren Co., Illinois, on the head waters of 


Crovuked Creek, which is a branch of Seunk River, 15 miles south of Wapalaw, on the lowa, and 15 miles 
Text of the head waters of Flint River, west of the Mississippi River 3. D 
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This report was accompanied with petitions for supply from J.ower 
lowa, in Wisconsin Territory, from Hennepin and its vicinity, Unity, 
Randolph county, Illinois, and Apple Creek, all of which were, on mo- 
tion, referred to the committee of supplies. 

At the request of Mr. Beggs, Mr. Imbrie was excused from the ap- 
pointment to assist the Presbytery of Shenango, in issuing his case, and 
Mr. Goodwillie was, on motion, appointed in his room. 

The Draught of an Act for a Fast was read, and, after a short dis- 
cussion, recommitted. 

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery 
of Stamford, reported, and their report was, on motion. adopted. 

On motion, resolved, that the Clerk give an order on the Treasurer 
in favor of Mr. Wm. Bruce, for $5, due him for missionary labors. 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the Rev. 
A. Whyte, reported, and their report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion, resolved, that the subject of slavery, made the order of 
the day for this forenoon, be postponed for the present, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow morning. 

The Synod proceeded with the business left unfinished last evening, 
viz: the resolution “to review the Synod’s deed of last year in the case 
of Mr. Stark.” After a Jong discussion, but before coming to a decision, 
the Synod adjourned till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

2 o clock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, except Mr. French, absent without leave. 

The Minutes of the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 

Mr. John Hindman was appointed on the committee of supplies in 
the room of Mr. McCarrel. 

The following communication from the Board of Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary was read, and, on motion, the Synod agreed to 
ratify the transfer to which it alludes. 

Transcript from Records of Board of Trustees, Theological Se minary. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Theological Seminary, at the The- 
ological Hall, Dec. 13, 1836, the following resolution was passed, viz.— 

‘* On motion resolved, that the board of trustees, having heard the report of the 
Treasurer respecting the tract of land in Erie county, and other information in refer- 
ence to the value and prospects of said property, now dispose of said tract of land to 
Mr. Daniel Houston for $10 per acre, with interest on the whole sum from the first 
of April, A. D. 1837, according to his proposal, and that a deed of conveyance of 
said Jand be made in due time to said Houston, if the Synod at its next meeting rat- 
ify this sale and conveyance of the said property, and that Rev. Dr. Ramsay and 
Rev. Thomas Beveridge be appointed a committee to report this resolution to the 
next meeting of Synod, and obtain the concurrence and ratification of Synod.” 

Transcipt from the Record, 
D. 8S. STEVENSON, Sec’y pro tempore. 

Proceeded with the business left unfinished in the forenoon, viz: the 
resolution “to review the Synod’s deed of last year in the case of Mr. 
Stark.” After going through the roll, Mr. Stark was heard at length ; 
as likewise commissioners appointed by the Ist congregation of New- 
York, on behalf of their memorial. After a free discussion the question 
was put “review or not,” and carried “ review.” 

The Synod adjourned till the usual hour to-morrow morning Closed 
with prayer. 

Wednesday, May 31. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 

above. The Minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 
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The committee of bills and overtures presented a Report on the re- 
port of the Presbytery of Shenango. This was accompanied with a 
petition from the congregation of Cross-Roads to be annexed to the 
Presbytery of Ohio. The report was, on motion, adopted, and the pe- 
tition ‘granted. 

The Report of the committee of appeals on the appeal of John Ro- 
bertson, was given inand read, and, on motion, laid on the table. 

The Draught of an Act for a Fast was presented as amended, and, 
on motion, adopted as follows, viz : 


“Ict for a Fast. 

While the Church has, at this day, great grounds of thankfulness and rejoicing, 
she has also many reasons for fasting and humiliation. The time in which we live 
may in many respects be characterized as ‘‘a day when the Lord of Hosts is calling 
to weeping and to mourning,” because of abounding evils both in church and state. 
In pointing these out, that we may humble ourselves before God for them, it is pro 
per the enumeration should begin with ourselves. Here we must confess, that, 
though ordinances are not without a measure of the Spirit’s influences to some, a 
lamentable deadness lias seized on very many; the word preached does not profit, 
not being mixed with faith in the hearing ; our opportunities and means of profiting 
abound more thanin any former generation, but zeal and love seem to have declined 
in the same proportion ; even professors often wait on the word preached more as 
an entertainment, than as a solemn ordinance for the improvement of which they are 
responsible ; there are with us so many points of resemblance to the case of lifeless 
Sardis, or lukewarm Laodicea, that we may justly fear a like punishment. The 
spirit of prayer, in social meetings, for spiritual converse, 1s much decayed. There 
is much remissness with heads of families, as to pressing on the young the impor- 
tance and love of the truth which they themselves profess, according to an approved 
example, ‘‘commanding their housenold, and their children after them, to keep the 
way of the Lord.” The Lord’s day is grievously protaned, not only by the open un- 
godly, but even professors travelling in the public conveyances, and by much vain 
and worldly conversation, among professed worshippers at his house, so that the 
complaint by the prophet is in no small degree applicable also in our days—‘* both 
prophet and priest are profane ; yea, inmy house have I found their wickedness, saith 
the Lord.” There is a great increase of a worldly spirit among professors, showing 
itself in discontentment with a moderate portion of temporal things, and grasping 
after wealth, in very many instances at the expense of spiritual privileges. There is 
a great inattention to the language of God’s providential dispensations : the land in 
which we dwell has been highly favored, as a land of plenty and prosperity, but 
the inhabitants have been unthankful, have claimed to themselves the credit of their 
good condition, and abused God’s mercies to his dishonor; now he is threatening to 
return, and take away his corn and his wine and his oil, his wool and his flax, by 
directly laying his hand on the productions of the earth, and leaving the men of 
wealth and power to fall into the most distressing confusions ; yet no proper notice 
is taken of his hand in all this, nor is there a suitable turning to him with the whole 
heart. ‘There is a very general forgetfulness of God’s great work, of delivering his 
church from the tyranny of Anti-christ, and defection from the principles of that 
Reformation is widely spread, now he is causing to grow up in our land that system 
of wickedness, the Romish superstition, thus preparing before our eyes that rod of 
his indignation, by which he has so awfully punished apostate churches of former 
ages ; yet it is not duly observed or laid to heart by the churches. We do not yet 
hear the broken and scattered portions of the Reformation church, with one consent 
lamenting their backslidings, going and weeping to seek the Lord their God, 
asking the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, come and let us join 
ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant not to be forgotten. On the contrary, 
there is much opposition to the solemn duty of public covenanting, in other branches 
of the church, and much indifference to it among ourselves. 

A spirit of insubordination to the courts of Christ’s appointment, is still found 
within his house. Men who have solemnly vowed, to yield, in a spirit of meekness, 
submission to the Lord, when courts yield not to their views, disregarding their 
own engagements, persist in unreasonable opposition, and by unsanctified means 
seek to expose the church to the reproach of an ungodly world. 

Most other branches of the church, are equally afflicted by the same or like evils 
as we complain of, betokening God’s controversy with his people at large. It is 
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utter of mourning, also, that the gross corruptions of God's ordinances by human 

ventions, still remain with some, who show a commendable zeal for much of the 
truth. Damnable heresies, also, are propagated and maintained, with alarming suc- 
ess; such as denying the imputation of Adam's first sin, man’s total depravity, and 
ther truths in immediate connection, and lying at the foundation of the gospel of 
saivation. 


In our civil and national capacity also, our sins are many and great. Instead of 
the clorv of God and the good of society being the supreme ends of those who enter 
office. self-seeking, covetousness, ambition, party purposes, and the like, are too 


plainly the sole olect 


I Fi s ol many ° TI e open despisers of God are advanced to power 
and honor. Slavery still exists in all its horrors as a national sin, obstinately main 
tained, though the most glaring contradiction to the first principle of that liberty which 
is our greatest national honor and blessing. While we would not depreciate any 

ts of the general government that contemplate the benefit of the Indian tribes, yet 
the treatment they have received, and in many instances still receive from various 
quarters, cannot escape tl eeye of a holy God, as bringing guilt on the land, which 
he will in due time punish if we repent not. ‘The land is filled with crime, and all 
ranks of society from the least to the greatest, are greatly corrupted. Pride, pro- 
fane swearing, and open ungodliness are awfully prevalent Murders and robberies 
abound; thetts and lewdness of every form fill our cities. Also frauds, fa 
and oppression, under the various names and forms of business, are exceedingly 
common. Our sins are more than can be numbered. 


lsehood, 


Let us, therefore, humble ourselves before God with fasting, that he may give us 
true repentance and forgiveness. And in aspecial manner, let us beware of resting 
on the outward forms of humiliation, lest we should add hypocrisy to all our other 
sins, and still further provoke the divine judgments. Let every one in secret, search 
and try his own ways, and know the plague of his own heart. Let us confess and 
forsake our sins, and we shall find me rey. Let a!l our congregations and members, 
plead earnest!y that God would pour out a spirit of grace and supplication upon us, 
ind revive his work among us; at the same time every one, fully purposing and 
endeavoring at more life and activity in all holy duties. Let us entreat the special 
power of his spirit to accompany his ordinances, that they be effectual for the con- 
version of many and the comfort of many ; that he would, by his promised presence, 
guide and support the courts of his house, in the administration of government and 
discipline, soas to maintain the truth and the peace; that he would especially bless 
our theological seminary, for the preparing of able and faithful men to labour in the 
Lord’s vineyard ; that he would abundantly furnish those for their work, who are 
entrusted with the instruction of students in divinity. Let us consider the broken 
and divided state of the church at large, and plead with the God of Zion, that he 
would have mercy on her desolations, heal her divisions, bless and multiply all that 
love her prosperity ; strengthen all who are honestly contending for the truth : purge 
out corruptions from her; put a stop to abounding error; and hasten the time when 
her watchmen shall see eye to eye, lift up the voice together, and sing. Let us be- 
seech God that he will not again give his church or our beloved land into the power 
of the Roman Anti-christ, though we justly have so deserved; but that he would 
according to his promise, consume that system of wickedness with the spirit of his 
mouth; that he would bring us to true repentance and reformation for our national 
sins ; that he would avert deserved national judgments; that he would have mercy 
on the dark places of the earth, and hasten the time when righteousness shall reign, 
and iniquity as ashamed stop her mouth. And if our fasting and prayers be in spirit 
and in truth, we may confidently expect that our light shall break forth as the 
morning, and our health spring forth speedily. 


The 2d Thursday of November next was appointed as the day of 
Fasting. 

Memorials or remonstrances by the Rev. A. Bullions, and P. Bullions, 
against the licensure of Mr. C. Webster, were read. On motion, re- 
solved, that the memorialists have leave to withdraw their papers. 

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery 
of Ohio reported, and their report was, on motion accepted. 

On motion, the clerk was instructed to give the treasurer an order 
for $44 in favor of Mr. S. Douthett, being a balance due him for mis- 
sionary services. . 
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Thursday, June 1. 

The Synod metand was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. ‘The Minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

Papers being called for, there was given in and read, 

A Petition from the Presbytery of Shenango, praying for an altera- 
tion in the boundary line between the said Presbytery and the Presby- 
terv of Ohio. This petition was, on motion, referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Donnan, S. Hindman, and D. Blair. 

The committee on Missions presented a Report, which was, on mo- 
tion. laid on the table. 

On motion, the case of Mr. Stark was taken up, and it was resolved, 
that a committee of five be appointed to endeavor to frame some plan 
that may, consistently with truth and faithfulness, issue all the matters 
in, and connected with the case of Mr. Stark, with orders to report this 
afternoon. Messrs. Allison, D. McLane. sen., French, Russell and 
Rodgers, were appointed said committee, and the committee had leave 
to withdraw. 

The committee of supplies reported a scale. While this was under 
consideration, a motion was made and carried, that so much of the 
Presbytery of Stamford, as lies within the province of Upper Canada, 
be considered as missionary ground. The report being amended was 
adopted. 


Scale of Appointments. 

Rev. Robert Laing, in the Presbytery of Albany, till next meeting of Synod. 

Rev. A. White, Sen., in the Presbytery of Cambridge. till the next meeting. 

Rev. T. Ferrier, Shenango, June, July ; Alleghany, August, September; Char- 
tiers, October, November; Muskingum, December, January; Miami, February, 
March, April ; Shenango, May. 

Rev. S. McLean, Muskingum, June; Philadel., July, August, September, Octo- 
ber, November, December, January, February, March, April, May. 

Rev. J. McCarrell, Chartiers, July: Muskingum, Aug., Sept., Oct. ; Chartiers, 
November; W. Mission, December, January, February, March, April, May. 

David Thompson, Cambridge, June, July; Albany, August; Philadelphia, Sep 
tember, October; Carolinas, November, December, January, February, March, 
April, May. 

W. Bruce, Miami, June, July, August, September, October, November, Decem 
ber, January, February, March, April, May. 

James Dixon, Muskingum, June; Miami, July, August, September, October, 
November ; Muskingum, December and January ; Shenango, February, March ; 
Alleghany, Apnl, May. 

C. Webster, Philadelphia, June, July, August, September, October, November, 
December, January, February, March, April, May. 

J. M. Scroggs, Alleghany, June; Philadelphia, July; Albany, August, Septem- 
ber; Philadelphia, October ; Carolinas, November, December, January, February, 
March, April, May. 

S. Douthett, Ohio, June; Muskingum, July, August, September, October, No- 
vember, December, January, February, March, April, May. 

James McGill, Albany, June, July ; Cambridge, August, September; Stamford, 
October, November, December, January ; Shenango, February, March; Muskin- 
gum, April; Chartiers, May. 

J.M. McAuley, Philadelphia, June, July ; Albany, August ; Cambridge, Septem- 
ber, October ; Philadelphia, November; Alleghany, December; Miami, Januarv, 
February, March, April, May. 

R. Forrester, Chartiers, June; Alleghany, July; Philadelphia, August, Septem- 
ber, October, November; Shenango, December, January; Muskingum, February ; 
Miama, March, April, May. 

S. McArthur, Muskingum, June, July ; Shenango, August; Philadelphia, Sep- 
tember ; Cambridge, October, November; Albany, December, January, February ; 
Philadelphia, March, . >ril ; Cambridge, May. 

J. P. Smart, Philadelphia, June, July; Carolinas, August, September, October ; 
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Miami, November, December, January; Muskingum, February ; Ohio, March ; 
Shenango, April; Alleghany, May. 


W.Y. Hamilton, Philadelphia, Jane ; Chartiers, July; Miami, August, Septem 
ber: Western Mission, October, November, December, January, February, March, 
April, May. 

E. Small, Chartiers, June: Muskingum, July, August ; Miami, September, Oc- 
tober, November: Shenango, December, January; Alleghany, February; Phila- 
delphia, March; Albany, April; Cambridge, May. 

Mr. Joseph Banks was appointed to itinerate for the months of Au- 
gust, September, October, and November, in the bounds of the Presby- 
tery of Stamford. 

Certain resolutions were offered, respecting the Board of Managers 
of the Theological Seminary. A motion being under consideration for 
their adoption, before coming to a decision the Synod adjourned till the 
usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

2 o'clock P. J. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. ‘The Minutes of the former sitting were read and approved. 

Mr. E. Henderson asked and obtained leave of absence for the re- 
maining sittings of Synod. 

Papers relative to appeals from a decision of the Presbytery of Miami 
were given in, and, on motion, referred to the committee on appeals. 

A reference from the Presbytery of Miami, in the case of W. Fer- 
guson. ‘This reference was, on motion, referred to the committee on 
appeals. 

A Report adopted by the Presbytery of Miami and transmitted to 
Synod, by said Presbytery, in the case of the Rev. James Lyle was 
read, and, on motion, referred toa special committee with instructions 
to report thereon to-morrow morning. Messrs. Henderson, J. Scroggs, 
and Goodwillie, were appointed said committee. 

Papers alluded to in the report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, rela- 
tive to an appeal taken from a decision of said Presbytery were given 
in, and, on motion, referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
isaac, Ingles, and Wallace. 

The committee appointed in the forenoon on the Petition of the Pres- 
bytery of Shenango, presented a report, which was, on motion, accepted 
and laid on the table. 

Resumed the consideration of the resolutions under consideration at 
the close of the forenoon sederunt, and the vote being taken it was car- 
ried “adopt.” 

The Resolutions respecting the Board of the Theological Seminary. 

1. Resolved, that the Board of Managers of the Theological Hal! shall consist of 
eight members together with the Theological professors, already, according to a deed 
of Synod, members ex officio. 

2. Resolved, that an election of members to compose said board, shall take place 
upon the first Monday after the commencement of the sessions of the Synod, and 
that a nomination of members shall be made sometime during the previous week. 
The vote shall be taken viva roce, and a majority of the whole shall be necessary to 
election. 

$. Resolved, that of the members now elected, those two having the highest 
number of votes shall continue in office for four years; the next highest for three 
years ; the next for two, and those having the lowest majority for one year: so that 
there may be an annual election of two members only, except of such others as may 
be necessary to fill vacancies otherwise occurring. Any member may be re-elected 
as often as the Synod think proper. 


On motion, the election of the Board of Managers was deferred till 


to-morrow morning, and the rule was so far suspended as to have the 
vote taken by ballot. 
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The committee appointed in the forenoon, on the case of Mr. Stark 
reported. ‘The report was, on motion, accepted. on 

Mr. Allison asked and obtained leave of absence for the remaining 
sittings ot Sy nod. 

The following preamble and resolution were then offered as a substi- 
tute for the report of the committee alluded to above, and adopted, viz: 
“ Whereas the witnesses in the case of Mr. Stark are not. and cannot, 
be all present at this meeting : 

Resolved, that Synod cite Mr. Stark to appear at their next meeting 
in answer to the charges alleged in the reference accepted from th 
Albany Presbytery, and that the witnesses whose names are appended 
to the libel be required to appear at said meeting.” 

Messrs. Auld and Robert McClelland asked and obtained leave of 
absence for the remaining sittings of Synod. 

On motion, the next meeting of Synod was appointed to be held in 
Philadelphia, the 4th Wednesday of May, 1838, at 4 o’clock P. M. 
Sermon at half past 7. 

Mr. A. T. M’Gill was appointed the Moderator’s alternate to preach 
the Synodical sermon. 

A question having been proposed relative to Mr. Stark’s standing, in 
consequence of the Synod’s decision to review the case, and the Mode- 
rator having decided that the sentence of suspension still remains un- 
reversed, an appeal was taken from the decision, but not sustained. 

Against the deed refusing to sustain the appeal, Messrs. A. Wilson, 
Heron, H. H. Blair, and D. Blair protested for reasons to be assigned. 
Messrs. France, B. Boyd, Isaac, Donnan, Clokey, W. Wilson, Dr. Bul 
lions, Mr. Ferrier, and Lusk, requested their dissent to be marked. 

Adjourned to the usual hour to-morrow morning. Closed with prayer. 

Friday, June 2. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above. The Minutes of last sitting were read and approved. 

The committee on the funds reported, and their report was adopted, 
as follows, viz: 

Report of the Committee on the Funds. 

The committee on the tunds report, that having examined the reports of each of 
the Treasurers, they find them correct. No further action of Synod appears neces- 
sary on these documents. The balances exhibit the funds of Synod in a prosperous 
condition. 

JAMES P. MILLER, 
THOMAS LEE. 

Dr. Bruce gave in a protest against the decision of Synod deferring 
the review of Mr. Stark’s case till next meeting which was read. Dr. 
Bullions and Mr. Ferrier, declared their adherence to the protest. 
Messrs. Miller and McNaughton were appointed a committee to an- 
swer the reasons of protest. 

The committee to whom were referred the papers connected with the 
appeal alluded to in the report of the Presbytery of Chartiers, reported, 
and the report was laid on the table. 

The committee on the case of Mr. Lyle reported, and the report was, 
on motion, adopted. 

Report on the case of Lyle. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the paper containing information res- 
pecting Mr. Lyle, beg leave to report : 

That it appears he has greatly disregarded Presbyterial order and appointments, 
removing from place to place merely according to his own mind ; first from Carolinas 
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to the bounds of Miami Presbytery—:hence to Alabama, and in the latter case doing 


special injury toa congregation. His plea of health of his family, might justify a 
removal, but by no means can it excuse this abrupt manner of it. 

It appears farther, that he has been engaged in slave dealing, contrary to the ex 
press order of Synod. True, itis plead that he sold his slaves to a person with 
whom they desired to be, and for a lower price than he might have obtained else- 
where ; circumstances that are good as far as they go, but amount only to this, that 
he did not act as cruelly and wickedly as it was possible for him to have done. 

Finally, it appears he has deserted the work of the ministry for a secular calling. 
For notwithstanding his reputed diligence in preaching at this after period, it is 
plainly but a subordinate concern, and that also in a sphere wholly of his own con- 
trivance. Therefore, 

Resolved, that he be suspended from all ministerial functions, and from the com- 
munion of the church, till he give evidence of repentance, and return to his duty. 

Resolved, that he be remitted to Miami Presbytery, to be dealt with in the ‘mean 
time. : espectfully submitted, 

JAMES M. HENDERSON, 
D. GORDON, 
J. SCROGGS. 

Mr. Heron protested against the decision adopting the above report 
for reasons to be assigned. In this he was joined by Mr. Adams. 

The report of the committee on the appeal reported by the Presby- 
tery of Chartiers, in the case of Mr. Samuel McEwen was, on motion, 
called up and considered. In the course of the discussion the previous 
question was put and decided in the affirmative. Against this decision 
Mr. Adams entered his protest. ‘The question was then put “adopt or 
not,” and carried “ adopt.” 

Report of the Committee to whom was referred the protest and appeal tn the case of 
Samuel McEwen, from Chartiers Presbytery. 

That the Synod may understand the question, the matter at issue is:-—Was 
Samuel McEwen, who had withdrawn from the ministry of Mr. Allison, at Mount 
Hope, and who has been subsequently elected to the office of Eldership in North Buf- 
falo, a member of this latter congregation or not? It is plead by the protesters as a 
proof that the aforesaid McEwen, was and is a member of N. Buffalo, that he had 
withdrawn from the ministry of Mount Hope, and had for some time attended ordi 
nances at North Buffalo; that the congregation of Mount Hope, voted that he might 
have leave to withdraw, though it 1s admitted that in an after meeting they reviewed 
and reversed their decision ; and further, that on the aforesaid McEwen with others, 
petitioning Presbytery for a disjunction from Mount Hope, which was refused by it, it 
was agreed by Presbytery, for the relief of those of Mount Hope who had withdrawn 
from the ministry of Mr. Allison, that they should be allowed for the time being to 
enjoy ordinances in the neighboring congregation. ‘That these do not bear out the 
protesters in their plea that Samuel McEwen was a member of North Buffalo, isthe 
opinion of your committee, and that for the Synod to sanction the principle plead for 
by the protesters, would be attended with mischievous consequences. They recom 
mend, therefore, to Synod, the rejection of the protest and appeal, and the confirma 
tion of the decision ot Chartiers Presbytery. 

ANDREW ISAAC, 
NATHANIEL INGLES. 
JAMES WALLACE. 

On motion, resolved, that the call from the Presbytery of Miami, for 
Mr. James McGill be referred to the Presbytery of Albany for pre- 
sentation as soon as practicable. 

The committee on the appeals from the Presbytery of Miami, re- 
ported, and the report was, on motion, laid on the table. 

On motion, Synod entered into committee of the whole, for extra- 
jedicial conversation, Mr. W. Wilson in the chair. When the com- 
mittee rose, Mr. John Hindman asked and obtained leave of absence 
for the remaining sittings of Synod. On motion, the case of Mr. Stark 

was called up as unfinished, and a motion made to reconsider the deci- 
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sion of last evening, sustaining the decision of the chair. After som 
discussion, the question was put, “ Reconsider or not,” and carried 
“reconsider.” ‘The question was then put, “Sustain the decision of 
the chair given last evening, or not,” and carried '‘ not sustain,” by the 
following vote: Yeas—Dr. Ramsay, Messrs. Imbrie, Walker, Beve- 
ridge, Miller, McElwee, Templeton, S. Wilson, Gordon, Henderson, 
ministers, and W. Dobbin, Hamil, Smiley, and Gib, ruling elders, 14; 
Nays—Messrs. W. Wilson D. McLane, sen., Dr. Bruce, Dr. Bul- 
lions, Messrs. Donnan, Heron, D. Blair, Isaac, Ferrier, A. Wilson, 
Adams, Clokey, Goodwillie, Rodgers, Wallace, McGill, B. Boyd, Ken- 
dall, Douthet, Pollock, H. Blair, D. McLane, jun., A. Boyd, France, 
Russel. Banks, ministers, and Whyte, Lusk, N. Miller, and Moore, 
ruling elders, 30. The protests and dissents entered against the deci- 
sion of last evening, were then withdrawn. 

Against the present decision, the moderator entered his protest, for 
reasons to be given in. In this he was joined by Dr. Ramsay, and 
Messrs. Walker, Miller, Gordon, Beveridge, and Templeton. Mr. S. 
Hindman craved to have it marked that he did not vote. Adjourned 
till the usual hour. Closed with prayer. 

2 o'clock P. M. 

The Synod met and was opened with prayer. Members present as 
above, together with Rev. A. Stark and John Edwards ruling elder. 

The minutes o: the forenoon sitting were read and approved. 

A report was presented by a majority of the committee on the peti- 
tion of some students of the Theological Seminary. A report of the 
minority of the committee on the same subject, was read. The report 
of the majority, was, on motion, adopted as follows: 

Report of the majority of the Committee on the Petition of Students. 

Your committee on the Hall, to which was reterred the petition of certain students 
of the Hall, praying tor a change in the number and time of session, &c., report : 

‘That as the petition proposes a change of an important and permanent character, 
Resolved, that it be laid upon the table until the next meeting of Synod, and that a 
committee be appointed to procure, as far as possible, the experience of those churches 
that have been practisipg upon the plan proposed, and report the same to the next 
meeting of Synod. 

JAMES RAMSAY, 
J. CLOKEY. 

Messrs. Heron, Walker, and Clokey, were appointed as the commit- 
tee contemplated in the report. 

At the request of the Presbytery of Miami, said Presbytery was au- 
thorized to take Mr. James Dickson on trial for ordination. 

The Synod proceeded to the election of a Board of Managers for the 
Theological Seminary, which resulted as follows, viz : 

Messrs. Hanna and Rodgers were elected to serve for 4 years; 
Messrs. Clokey and B. Boyd for 3 years; Messrs. Walker and Donnan 
for 2 years, and Messrs. French and Murray for 1 year. 

The following preamble and resolution were offered, and after some 
discussion, adopted, viz : 

‘Whereas due subordination to the authority of Church Courts, re- 
quires any of their communion, and especially any of their own mem- 
bers who may be under sentence of guilt, and who may feel themselves 
aggrieved by the said sentence, to yield a present submission, and in 
the mean time to seek redress by such means as are in accordance with 
such subordination,—Resolved, therefore, that Mr. Stark be called to 
an account for his continuing to preach, in defiance of the sentence of 
last session finding him guilty of certain charges contained in a refer- 
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we from the Pre sby te sry of Albany, and suspending him from the ex- 
ercise Of the ministry. 

The resolution was passed by the following vote, viz: 

Yeas—Messrs. Walker, Beveridge, Miller, Hanna, Clokey, S. Hind 

man, McElwee, Templeton, 8S. Wilson, Wallace, Gordon,  MeGill 
Henderson, Kendall, Lindsay, Hall, Banks, ministers; S. Dobbin. W. 
Dobbin, Cassil, Hamil, Hammond, Gib, J. Young, Leslie, ruling elders 
25. 
Navs—Dr. Bullions, Dr. Bruce; Messrs. D. McLean, Donnan, 
Heron. PD. Blair, Isaac, Ferrier, A. Wilson, Rodgers, B. Boyd, Dou- 
thet, Pollock, H. H. Blair, Russel, ministers; Whyte, Lusk, Edwards, 
ruling elders—18. 

Against the above decision Dr. Bullions protested, for reasons to be 
giuen in. In this he was joined by Dr. Bruce and Messrs. Donnan, 
Heron, Ferrier, Isaac, Alexander Wilson, Russel, D. Blair, D. McLean, 
sen., Lusk, and Edwards. Mr. Stark also protested for reasons to be 
given in. 
~ Mr. John J. Clarkson, commissioner from the Ist Congregation of 
New-York, protested against the decision, in his own name, and in that 
of the congregation. 

The question being put to Mr. Stark, why he had acted in insubordi- 
nation to Synod, in preaching during the last year, Mr. Stark answered, 
that he had intended no insubordination to Church Courts, and declared 
that he had not yet had time to prepare his answer. 

[t was then moved, that Mr. Stark be allowed time till next meeting 
of Synod to prepare his answers. This motion being put to the vote 
was negatived. Against this decision Mr. Stark protested. Mr. 
Clarkson, as commissioner from the Ist Congregation of New-York, 
also protested. 

After some farther conversation, it was, on motion, Resolved, that 
Mr. Stark’s answer is not satisfactory. 

The following motion was then offered, viz : 

Resolved, that further proceeding in the case of Mr. Stark, he 
deferred tiil next meeting of Synod. This being put to the vote, was 
decided in the aflirmative, as follows: 

Yeas—Dr. Bruce, Dr. Bullions; Messrs. D. McLean, sen., Heron, 
D. Blair, Isaac, Ferrier, A. Wilson, Adams, Rodgers, B. Boyd, Dou- 
thet, Pollock, H. H. Blair, D. McLean, jun., Russel, Banks, ministers : 
Whyte, Lusk, Leslie, Edwards, = elders—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Walker, Beve ‘ridge, Miller, Hanna, Clokey, S. Hind- 
man, McElwee, Templet on, S. Wilson. Wallace, Gordon, McGill. 
Henderson, Kendall, ministers; Wm. Dobbin, Cassil, Hamil, Gib, 
James Young, ruling elders—20. 

Mr. Gordon protested against the above decision, and the moderator 
requested his dissent to be marked. 

Messrs. Stark, Ferrier, Hamil, and Cassel, asked and obtained leave 
of absence for the remaining sittings of Synod. 

Adjourned till half past 7 o'clock this evening. Closed with prayer 

Half past a> Fo ae 

Synod met and opened with prayer. Members present as above. 

Read the minutes of last sitting. 

Messrs. McGill and McNaughton were appointed a committee to 
prepare an act for fasting to be laid before Synod next year. The fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted 
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Resolved, that the sum of fifteen dollars be allowed to the sexton for 
his attendance on the Synod at its present sessions. 

Mr. Clarkson asked ia behalf of Mr. Stark, extracts ot all the min- 
utes referring to his case. ‘The request was granted. 

Mr. Stark requested that a copy of all the testimony taken by the 
Presbytery of Albany in the case of Mr. Webster, be granted him, as 
being essential to his defence. ‘The request was granted, it being un- 
derstood to be at Mr. Stark’s expense. 

At the request of Mr. Miller, copies of certain letters laid before 
Synod, signed by the Rev. P. Bullions ana Mr. McKenzie, were or- 
dered for the use of the Presbytery of Albany. 

On motion, Resolved, that Mr. Banks be furnished with three dozen 
copies of the Testimony, to be distributed on his mission to Canada. 

On motion, Dr. Ramsay and D. Houston were appointed a committee 
to audit the accounts of Mr. Beveridge, as agent for the sale of Testi- 
monies. The following preamble and resolution were adopted : 

Whereas, many of our people are not possessed of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, and whereas it cannot be found in the market, 
Therefore Resolved, that this Synod take measures to have a new edi- 
tion of it published. Dr. Ramsay, and Messrs. Beveridge and Miller 
were appointed a committee to carry into effect the above resolution. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee of two be appointed to ex- 
amine the minutes, in order to collect a digest of the acts and decisions 
of Synod now in force, and report atnext meeting. Messrs. Heron 
and S. Wilson were appointed said committee. 

The overture on General and Particular Synods was called up, and 
the following resolutions offered as a substitute, and on motion laid on 
the table till next meeting 

Resolved, that Synod henceforward meet annually by delegation 
from the different Pre: sbyte ries. 

Resolved, that each Presbytery numbering not more than three minis- 
ters, be entitled toa representation of one minister and one ruling elder 
each Presbytery over three and not exceeding six, to two of each; 
every Presbytery over six, and not exceeding nine, to three of each, 
and every Presbytery over nine and not exceeding twelve, to four 
of each; and so on in the same proportion. 

The report of the committee on the petition of the Presbytery of 
Shenango, respecting the boundary line between the said Presbytery 
and the Presbytery of Ohio, was called up, and, on motion, adopted as 


follows, viz: 


Report of the Committee on the Petition of Shenango Presbytery. 


Upon the above memorial your committee report: That from any thing they can 
understand from the geography of the country, and conversation with those who ap- 
pear acquainted with it, they think the line by Shenango and Beaver is the best, and 
should according to said petition be granted and confirmed. This we are the more 
inclined to do, as it appears that to the line fixed by Synod in October, 1835, the me- 
morialists never consented, and that line divides the charge of a minister into the 
bounds of two presbyteries, and is crooked and unsuitable. 

ALEXANDER DONNAN, 
SAMUEL HINDMAN, 
D. BLAIR. 


Resolved, that Mr. Murray and his congregation be permitted, if 
they think proper, and allowed to remain in the ‘Presbytery of Ohio. 
The report of the committee on the appeal from the Presbytery of 
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Stamford, was called up, and, on motion, resolved that the protest and 
appeal of James Milroy be sustained. 

On motion, Synod went into committee of the whole on the subject of 
the Bible Society. 

The report of the treasurer of the Bible Society was read as fol- 
lows, Vz: 
Report of the Treasurer of the Bible Society of the Associate Church of N. America. 








Wiltiam S. Young to Bible Seciety, Dr. 1536. Contra. Cr. 
1836 To balance in treasurer's hands,...$241.12|June §, Bibles sent to Albany congregation, 14.53 
Dec. 29, Received from the West Hebron 8, Amount of bibles sent to South Ar- 
congregation, per the Rev. A. An- gyle congregation,. . . . BS 
1827 GWOT, ccc ceccess ++ eeee 10,00)\July 15, Amount of bibles sent to > We st He- 
May 12, Received from do. by the Rev. A. | bron congregation,.... -- 42.99 
Anderson,.... coe §6=— 704 ane 
Interest for money ‘of ‘the s soc iety in b | 71.” 
treasurer’s possession,........ 15.00 Balance remaining in treasurer's hands, 199,04 
$269.06 || $269.06 
| 
a — 
May 22, 1837. WM. 8S. YOUNG. 
Report of the Treasurer pro tem. of the Bible Fund. 
1837. Received on account of the Bible Fund : 


May 30, From Miss Jane Milligan, Hagerstown, Md., by Mr. Mc- 
Naughton-eeseeesesecccsccecvcccccccccccscsssceccesss M1+(10 
‘* From the cong. of Caesar's creek, by Mr. Heron,-++++++++e0: 6-25 

‘* From Mrs. Taggart and others, Wooster and Killbuck, by Mr. 


S. Hindman, «ccccescccccccccccccccccccscceccceseseses 20-624 


‘* From Barnet, Vt., by — Bullions,+s+eccesececececeseceees 6574 
‘* From Cherokee, by Mr. James Wallace,++++sescesecececeeess 6-50 
‘* From Darby, by do. aie tie teed ae eae 3.00 


‘* From Salem, by Mr. D. Gordon,+++eesesseerseecceeseeeeee 7-00 
From Albany,scecreeceeereeeerseceeeeesesssecsescesevens 13-69 
From Argyle,s+ssssssescseeeereeseereresessereeeeseeeres 6-00 

** From Hebron, -csescecccccsecccecessccceccsesesespesssss Sz) 





$105- 80} 





June, 2, 1837. JAMES P. MILLER, Treas. pro tem. 
On motion the executive committee of last year was reappointed. 
When the committee rose, it was, on motion, resolved, that all the 


business now unfinished be laid over till next meeting. 


On motion, resolved, that the minutes be published in the Religious 
Monitor, and that 500 extra. copies be ordered, the expense to be de- 
frayed from the Synod’s fund. 

The minutes of the present sitting were read and approved ; and after 
prayer, singing the 133d psalm, and the apostolical benediction, pro- 
nounced by the moderator, the Synod adjourned to meet in Philadel- 
phia on the 4th Wednesday of May, 1838, at 4 o’clock P. M. 

(Higned) ANDREW HERON, Synod’s Clerk. 




















STATISTIC. AL T ABLE OF THE | PRESBY TERY OF ALB ANY. 

bee — a SE 

Ministers. Congr egations. | Nearest P.O. | Counties. States |Fam.| Com. 
Andrew Stark.....|New-York Ist......... |New-York......|New-York. ..|N. ¥.| 100| 275 
James Martin .....|: Ree Albany .... ...-|Albany .... ..| do 70 | 158 
Peter a [SE _ .|Schenectady ..../Schenectady,..| do 42 140 
John G. Smart ....\Johnstown............ Johnstown...... Montgomery ..| do 19 40 
John Graham. ....|Bovina............. «. ae |Delaware,.... 82)| 158 
SO ee a eerere Troy,...........|Rensselaer....|N. Y. | 380 
Bh. Wh, BR cece ces New York 2d . ....|New York...... \New York. N. ¥.| 70 | 180 





i. eae PPOs sso onxcecs's{OOWOlige scescselese e wee 


Without charge. | eee err. ere, NS ae 
ees =) i ld cece ne lean ee? ae | 
Thomas Ferrier .. .| 





Vou. XIV, 
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eee ——_—— —_____ _ . 
Ministers Congregations. | Nearest .P. O. | Counties. ‘wand Fam.\ Com 
eonimamnie _— — | - | 
John W alker Becces [UMM 00 ere . New Athens....\Harrison...... Ohio 9D | 209 
*| § Salt C Feel. esse, ’ Frederick buns h W do | 7%} - 
Samuel! Irvine..... ? Millersburgh..... redericksburgh Wayne. ..... o | 7% ;{ 499 
Theses Hamas. .. UGGS ccccccsccccccccs Cadiz s eannceasie Harrison...,.. do 76 | #155 
? Bloomfieid.......... ‘ Muskingum...| do 103 2» 
Daniel McLane ...' ) ¢ ambridge.......... Concord, .......  Guemsey ES: do | 19 = 
a § Mount Pleasant ..... Mt. Pleasant.... Jefferson. ...| do | 33 60 
eye eee ‘|? Piney Fork. ....... Warrentown, ... Jefferson...... do | 45 100 
a Londonderry........ Londonderry... .\Guernsey..... do | 65 | 160 
; rials, es eB a achin ate ehies eka Harrison...... do | 17 38 
Mansfield........... Mansfield....... Richland ..... do | 25 57 
ee ee reer Oe scene do 18 4] 
WUMIMINOUR 2c cccccclesewedpoctonsans Marion ....... do 44 93 
_y | Reynoldsburgh,.. Franklin...... do 28 60 
David Lindsay,... 4 POTS COE oo cle cvccevetececccs sch esos do | 17 27 
Pe cena sins vee ale Sunk ieee aw do “ 15 
PD 6.00 0e0nd ne <leethnebawesaeeo’ Carrollton,....| do 
Thomas Wilson... { Sandy,....... ...... Carrolton,...... a. sean do 
. North Union,....... eee ee do 
Rs dats theewen Ww ooster, ener e Wayne..... -| do 
Joseph McKee.... ccrtcuveenrse humiiee teens Gal Te 
6 adic a in he ad Mie eee OE 6 adnate do 
Samuel Douthett, . McMahon's Creek: Ise. ciairevil, .Belmont -.---| do | $2 | 
f OWENS CUOE. 000) cccccveccesteues Wayne,....... do 
DO trvewevasdttaes endacdedacts do | do 
on } Buey FEB yc ccccvccsefeccocecsccoeeces Crawford, ....| do 
reer eae Ps } CHOOT GIGS 2 00 -cccclesevecesccoesees Guernsey,.....| do 
SRN sxcesdcstlecste¥econsenees a wilssba do 
I | Sotnntibe, See ee Wayne,..... .| do 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SHENANGO. 
Ministers. | Congregations. | Nearest P. O. Countise. States.) Fam. | Com 
In ow . Yen curd, yr > » <4 
Dasked Melani Gt ee ee tae | | 
John France ...... Glade-Run..... ......|Bakerstown.....|Butler....... do 60 200 
EE cian kuweud Merecer,.........|Mercer,.......| do 26 | 83 
eee Ee Sere do do 48 110 
Rocky Spring,. cee aw cea onan eeu do do 56 | 126 
| Oc tscs cacees Meadville...... |\Crawford,.....| do 25 50 
Matthew Snodgrass), PREM sicdccinedened cbccnes do do | 32) 30 
EER 5,  Pnnctconxinanewan Venango,...... do | 20| 8&0 
\ New Castle,..... ...|New Castle,..... Mercer, ...... do 32; 70 
Alex. Boyd,.... 0 ee ee eae re do do | Bi #£ 
|| Mount eels en eee do do | 2) 45 
itis . Harmon a iain Harrisville, baci’ ae a 80 120 
Ww illiam c ‘Pollock, a U nity, ° as COCC Cee coool cocessesece eee do 55 100 
STATIS’ ricAL T ABL E OF T THE PRESBYTERY OF ALLEGH ANY. 
Ministers. | Congregations. Nearest P.O. | Counties. | States. 
Robert Bruce, D. D..|Pittsburgh ............ Pittsbugh....... Alleghany ... | Penn 
' ~ _ aa .../Armstrong....| do 
John Dickie ........| < Kittanning .......... Kittanning... vc!” a 
| ( Buffalow, baba Seen ee do a & 
. .., ears Ligonier........ Westmoreland | do 
Joseph Scroggs -.... 3 Bbc cscecseceaetes . pe sceeee eee do hs | do 
nt EE arr RS 2 sali Indiana....... | do 
Delhi o vcvcvessd Conemaugh, . ......|...---eeeeeeeeee! ES inthain | do 
du ie Be #9, 28 60 0009 do Poe 
Soper eeinkds Seiad wupepae +s Jefferson .....! ' do 
James M’Carrell ....| 2 Upper Piney ........ \Strattonville.. .|Armstrong....| do 
ED cae acmete Eh suis ecwe teat aed do ....| do 
if RRR ARS: j|Armstrong....) do 
—— oor bp eee Glade Ran,..... do ...| do 
eb NS CR |Indiana, ...... | do 
| Berachah ...... ai: eee ee = fae do 
PES Ss snteuy an non Murrysville..... |Alleghany ....) do 
Turtle Creek, ....... Westmoreland ..| Westmoreland, do 
Pa. Se |Freeport,.......j/Armstrong...., do 
Vacancies ...... echt SOR ookec nee k eo ae do ie 
Lower Piney........ Kittanning ..... do ...| do 
ee Bh ene ee ..|Jefferson,..... | do 


LC learfield .. . (Curwinsville ...(Clearfield, ....} do 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF STAMFORD 
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Ministers. 



























































Congregations. Nearest P.O Counties. States | Fam. |Com. 
Sule Russell,. 0 er ER ESTE. xc det U.C.| 70 
James Strang, . : Dumfries, ae SRE SSS beer do | 170 
See eae ‘eeene _) Se Livingston N. ¥ 45 
D. Coutts,.......++)< BOGMIOINE occ ccccccefscce. seoveceee C. 
Vacancy O° dS See ss du 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF OHIO. 
pT TC _ = SS 
Ministers Congregations. Nearest P. O Counties States\Fam. | Com. 
' - Darlington ........-- Darlington. . Beaver ....... oy 60 - 10 
David lnbeie ..... 4 EERIE. Se 9 SE 7 do 70 | 150 
: 2 § Mountville ‘Porte rsville. . Butler... do 70 140 
Alex. Marray ..... 4 a ee ree =o do 80 150 
Ee putea ccncuuewatesensals seeannawneken do | 
Elijah N. Scroggs. .|< West Union. New Lisbon - Columbiana,.. . Ohio 75 | 150 
4 Mile Square .. 02. cfecccccccccccvccsloccveveccccecs do |! 
a aN; SPORE... cocccccess Poland Trumbull ...., do | 67 139 
Day. Goodwillie... ee ee in 79 115 
Milton |W: aS eee eee IT rumbull, do 
Wm. Douthet..... } Palmyra, ele Gathers ei Carrol,....... do 8 
a. ace on Lan uu hd a aaa emma aee do 18 87 
¢ Northfield de ened ehsneakneakee EEN AT Ee 
Joseph Banks,....|< Stow sik hibined do 
2 Springfield a aanase ate ba meinen sme - .| do 
James P. Ramsay, .| Deer Creek, °F .- |New Bediord,...|Mercer....... Penn. | 103] 210 
Yellow Creek .. .| 5 
Vacancies. .| 4 Seroggsfield,,. \Seroggsfield, Carroll, Ohio. | 70) 150 
( Glade Run,. 
STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE PRESBY TERY OF THE CAROLINAS 
—— ————— er — —_— | 
Ministers. Congregations. Nearest P. O Counties. |\States.| Fam .|Com 
| } 
™ oe : cei mal eat = 
. Stee K. ‘ — ? 60 
A. White, jr....... ; oo nag Sn harlotte ....... Mecklenburg. .'N. C. 4 | 6s 
Ebenezer ...... Lexington ...... Rockbridge...| Va 
Horatio Thompson,| ¢ Timber Ridge..... "lil Peas do do 62 | 
Broad Creek........ ae , do do 
( Nob Creek..........|Wilsons Lincoln...... N.C 
acne gs salen Fé Mig ea ae do 
A ee Yorkville . EES eawcans S. C. 
EE sh aiin'n 0 00'd'scscbeakcavebbes Union do | 
New-Stirling........ Staatsville ...... Iredel N.C, | 
Cambridge........... do ae — i eae do 
Creek .. ..../Morgantown....|Burke do 
Vacancies.......--| } Cochran’s Vale...... _ , a ee do 
) Piedmont.. .|Franklin........ Macon....... do 
NewgLebanon Viwwade Union ... ......,Monroe....... Va. | 167 
ere Yorkville ...... York. 8. C, 28 | 102 
WE ex éstoxes do. a s .|, do 48 59 
OE Se R | errere |Chester. s. C 
| Little River ......... Youngs..... Fairfield | do 
Bo eee Winsborough ...) do do | 
! | 
STATISTICAL ¥ ABLE OF THE PRESBYT ERY OF CH ART IEKS 
— Se — — — 
Ministers. Congregations. — Nearest P. 0. “Counties. | States.| | Fam Com. 
. — Beste ane C ‘linton peepee lAlleghany . ; eee | 40 “10 
Wm. Wilson...... ; | Se eee \W ashington . -+| do 42 150 
‘ "2 § Mt. Hope..... Ww. Middletown do a ae 46} 414 
Thomas Allison ... Sr ain . Brooke .......|Va. 26 61 
James Ramsay .... a See Cannonsburgh. . .-|Washington ../Penn. 122} 330 
David French.....|} . & S. Buffaloe ...... Washington .... dc es 110 240 
Mt. Pleasant ........ Hickory ........ do do 105 | 220 
Alex. Donnan ..... ; Ee daceteclescecesene evden do do 85 | 180 
i Ee. c) cnc IEE ws ccbewadsccesecesOet caus do 
Wm. M. McElwee, Service & King’s Creek/Frankfort....... NE ea do 116 | 264 
aT ee Ree Nee ae Alleghany, do 50 | 
J Rodgers .....-. 3 Ohio, vce ccce[ ROROMY sy occccclocee. coscccs 70 | 
Bankhead Boyd,... Pigeon Creek ......... McCullough’s. iW ‘ashington.. do 
T Beveridge,....\| W ‘ashington i eS saa B w eee see Ww —- do 
Vacancy... .....-\Tumbleson’s Run,.....)......0.e ee eeeee lee eeeees 31/ 53 
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——___- 


aay 








Ministers 


Congregations 


O. 


| Nearest P. 


Counties. 


States. Fam. Com 





A. Heron, inl 
James Adams,... 


Nath. Ingles, 


James Templeton,. 
Samuel Wilson,... 


Massies Creek,. 


Sugar Creek,... 
ee 
James Wallace,... 


J. M. Henderson,. 


Thos. S. Kendall. .| 2 Big Spring, 
Fork Creek, 


James C. Bruce, ..|Henderson,..... 


G. M. Hi 
Hie Sia, ? Big Creek, 


Tuscaloosa, 


Caesar creek, ......... 


Burnets Creek,.. 
? Pleasant Run,....... 


SE» cxccecers 


|Jamestown eins 
a iat aa |Xenia, 


.| Lockport, 


-* a ‘entreville. Sosa 
enaws I a cain gaa 
\Cherokee 





Green. 


. Jefferson . 
. Clarke, 
Blount . . ....'Te 


do 


Monroe 


ror :|Monmouth 
.|Bryantsburgh, .. 


.|Tuscaloosa,. 


| Rocky Spring, ...... |Abingdon 


L imestone, 


Princeton, 
|| Otter Creek, 
Bloomington, 


SS oc heuen® 5 


Unity 
‘|/ Sugar Creek, 
Buffalo, . 


Vacanctes,. . 


Mount Prairie, 


Auxvasse, 
Sharon,... .. 
Poplar Ridge, 
Sugar Ridge, 
Planefield,. .. 
Kenton, .... 
Round Head, 

| Crooked Cree 
Hennepin, 


Ministers. 


Congregations. 


pers .|Kenton, 
| Roundhead, 
k,. 


Nearest P. O. 


Warren, ..... 
Jefferson,... . 


Mercer, st 
; perenne 


Putnam, 


Hancock, 
Cc See 
Hardin, . 





rr Ohio. 
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| Counties. 


|States.| Fam. | Com. 





Guinston, 
Lower Chanc 
Octorara, 


John Adams, ; 
W. Easton, ..... 
( Muddy Run, 


F.W. M’ Naughton, ; Mercersburgh 


gc arlisle, 
A.T. McGill,... ..| 4 Wheatfield, 
Stone Valley, 
John S. Easton,... 


Lewistown, 


| 

| ( Baltimore, 

| Philadelphia, 

|, Huntingdon, 
| Belfonte 


| _| | Sinking Creek, 


|< E. Nottingham, ..... 
McConnelsburgh, . 


Dickinson,.... 


eford, 


Coopersvillle,.. .| 


IN. Lond. x rds... 


, 


nae ce eee 
do 


5 Kishacoquillas, 


Chester, 


— ea | 


do 


. |Mifflin,. 


| Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,.... 
Huntingdon, .... 
Belfonte, 
Potter’s Mills, 


Baltimore, ....!! 


Philadel phia,. . 


Huntingdon, .. 


\Centre, 


mal do 


Lancaster,.... 


42 | 


0 | 100 


50 
65 
57 
20 
102 

















ST! ts TAL TABLE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF CAMBRIDGE. 
——————E a= 


Ministers. 


¢ ‘ongregations. 


Nearest P. O. 


| Counties. 





Alex. Bullions..... Cambridge 
James P. Miller...|Argyle 
A. Gordon 
T. Goodwillie 
Wm. Pringle 
D. Gordon. . 
D. Stalker ........ North Argyle .. 
A. Anderson. ..../Hebron 
Without charge. 
A. White, sen. 





..|Cambridge 
pane P 


gyle.... 
West Hebron.. 


do 
\Caledonia 
do 
iw ashington. . 
o H 


do 





|States.| | Fam. n. | Com. 
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SUMMARY OF THE PRECEDING TABLES. 
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PRESBYTERIES 


settled and 


Congregations 


Communicants 


Families. 


Cambridge 
Carolinas 





— ini 
= e309 | Ministers. 


Philadelphia 
Alleghany 
Muskingum 

Albany 

Shenango, .. 
Stamford, 

Ministers itinerating 





Total. 


Art. Ill. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 


This ecclesiastical body met, as was announced in our last number, 
on the 18th ult., and continued in session three weeks. It has proved 
to be a truly reforming Assembly. The friends of truth and Presbyte- 
rial order have triumphed. The “Circular” which we give below will 
furnish our readers with a knowledge of the principal decisions of the 
Assembly on those points in which we, as a church, feel the deepest 
interest. This “Circular” is an able document, and the information 
which it imparts, and the firmness which it evinces are well calculated 
to make the friends of Presbyterianism every where to rejoice, yes even 
to “shed tears for joy.” It would seem that the Assembly was not 
governed by that narrow, selfish, cowardly, and temporizing policy, 
which, in order to swell the list of congregations and ministers would 
endanger the purity, and even the vitality of the whole body ecclesias- 
tic. Four Synods—the Western Reserve, Utica, Genesee and Geneva 
—have been declared to be no longer in connection with the Presby- 
terian Church. The Third Presbytery of Philadelphia,—the elective 
affinity Presbytery—has been dissolved; and some steps have been 
taken towards a purification of other Presbyteries. ‘The Resolutions 
of the Convention published in our last number, relative to the errors and 
disorders existing in the Presbyterian Church, have been adopted by 
the Assembly. Other pieces of reform have also been executed, which 
we have not time at present to notice. After we have examined the 
“proceedings of the Assembly” more leisurely, we will endeavor to 
lay before our readers what may appear to be deserving of special ro- 
tice. In the meantime, we feel persuaded that our readers will be much 
gratified in perusing the following circular. 

CIRCULAR EPISTLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, 
to all the Churches of Jesus Christ, with grace, mercy, and Peace, from God the 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the Eternal Spirit. 

Very Dear Breturen: 

Assembled by the good providence of God, as the supreme judicatory 
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of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, constitu- 
ting by our ecclesiastical organization not only the “bond of union, 
peace, correspondence and mutual confidence among all our churches,” 
but also the only organ of ‘‘ correspondence with foreign churches,” 
we cannot consent to separate after the unusually long, interesting, 
and important session, which we are about to close, without pouring 
out the fulness of our hearts, in reference to the weighty matters con- 
cerning which we have been called to act since we came together, into 
the ears and bosoms of all ether Christian Churches, and especially 
those with which we are in friendly correspondence. 

You cannot be ignorant, dear brethren, that, for a number of years 
past, the friends of truth, and of regular Presbyterian order in our 
beloved Zion, have been filled with painful apprehension at the mani- 
fest departure from our ecclesiastical standards, which appeared to be 
gaining ground in a number of our judicatories. Firmly believing 
that the great purpose for which the Church was founded was that she 
might maintain in their purity the doctrines and discipline of Christ, 
and hold them forth to a dark world, we have thought ourselves called 
upon to make inquiry respecting the errors aud disorders alleged to 
exist, and as far as possible to banish them from that portion of the 
professing family of Christ with which we are connected. You have 
witnessed, for a number of successive years, our struggles for the at- 
tainment of this object. You have witnessed the mortifying disap- 
pointments which from time to time have attended our efforts to 
obtain, by constitutional means, a redress of the grievances of which 
we complained. You have seen what we regard as error becoming 
more extensive in its prevalence, and more bold and overbearing in its 
claims. You have seen certain Voluntary Societies, under the cover 
of professed zeal for the doctrines and order of our church, in fact, if 
not in intention, gradually subverting both. You have heard the 
motives of the friends of truth reproached: their names cast out as 
evil; their zeal for maintaining the purity of the Gospel represented as 
as a mere struggle for power; and all their attempts to detect and 
censure heresy held up to public view as the efforts of restless and 
ambitious men to gain the pre-eminence for themselves. Amidst these 
ineffectual attempts to banish error, and to restore order, vital piety 
has languished ; mutual confidence has disappeared ; the reviving and 
converting influence of the Holy Spirit have been withheld, and our 
time and strength have been painfully occupied with strife and debate, 
instead of being wholly given to the spread of the Gospel, and the con- 
version of the world. 

We shall not stop to inquire by whose agency, or by what steps this 
state of things has been produced. The adjustment of the proper award 
in regard to this question, might be deemed an invidious task, and fail 
of commanding universal assent. But on the deplorable character of 
the situation in which we were placed, there can be but one opinion. 
Over our conflicts every friend of religion has mourned; every intelli- 
gent member of the Presbytarian Church has felt grieved and humbled ; 
and we were becoming a reproach among all surrounding denomina- 
tions. ‘Toevery enlightened beholder it has been long manifest that 
parties so hetergeneous and discordant could no longer act together in 
the same body either with comfort to themselves, or with honor and 
edification to the cause of our common Christianity. 

Such has been our melancholy history, especially for the last six 
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years; and such were the discouraging and distressing circumstances in 
which this Assembly convened. On coming together it was found to 
contain such a decided majority of the friends of truth and order, as to 
place within our reach the most thorough measures of reform. And it 
is worthy of e spec ial notice that this majority was created and brought 
together in full view of the measures adopted by the orthodox Assem- 
bly of 1835, and all the conflicts and painful disclosures which charac- 
terized the Assembly of 1836. It was after the attention of the whole 
church had been strongly called to these measures and disclosures that 
our Presbyteries sent a delegation, the major part of whom declared 
in favor of the doctrines and order of our body. We felt ourselves, 
therefore, distinctly and solemnly called upon, by the voice of the 
Church, to go forward and rescue her struggling and bleeding interests 
from that humiliating and degrading perversion "to which they had been 
so long exposed. ‘This painful duty we have endeavored to perform in 
the fear of God. Andalthough we do not claim that our manner of 
discharging it has been wholly free from the manifestation of human 
infirmity, we do hope and believe that our measures have been accom- 
panied with much sincere and humble seeking for Divine direction; 
and that they are such as the enlightened and impartial friends of our 
ecclesiastical constitution will ultimately approve. 

As the great truths of the Gospel lie at the foundation of all Chris- 

tian hope, as well as of the purity and prosperity of the Church, we 
felt ourselves bound to direct early and peculiarly solemn attention to 
those doctrinal errors, which there was but too much evidence had gain- 
ed an alarming prevalence in some of our judicatories. The advocates 
of these errors, on their first appearance, were cautious and reserved, 
alleging that they differed in words only from the doctrines as stated 
in our public standards. Very soon, however, they began to contend 
that their opinions were really new, and were a substantial and important 
improvement on the old creed of the Church; and, at length, that revi- 
vals of religion could not be hoped for. and that the souls ‘of men must 
be destroyed, if the old doctrines continued to be preached. The er- 
rors thus ‘promulgated were by no means of that doubtful or unimpor- 
tant character which seems to be assigned to them even by some of the 
professed friends of orthodoxy. You will see. by our publishe -d acts, 
that some of them affect the very foundation of the system of Gospel 
truth, and that they all bear relations to the Gospel plan of very serious 
and ominous import. Surely doctrines which go to the formal or 
virtual denial of our covenant relation to Adam; the native and total 
depravity of man; the entire inability of the sinner to recover himself 
from rebellion and corruption; the nature and source of regeneration ; 
and our justification solely on account of the imputed righteousness of 
the Redeemer—cannot, upon any just principle, he regarded as “ minor 
errors!” ‘They form, in fact, “another Gospel;” and it is impossible 
for those who faithfully adhere to our public standards, to walk with 
those who adopt such opinions with either comfort or confidence. 

It cannot be denied, indeed, that those who adopted and preached 
these opinions, at the same time, declared their re vadiness to subscribe 
our Confession of Faith, and actually professed their assent to it, in the 
usual form, without apparent scruple. This, in fact, was ene of the 
most rev olting and alarming characteristics of their position. They de- 
clared, that in doing this, they only adopted the Confession “for sub- 
stance,” and by no means intended to receive the whole system which 
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it contained. Upon this principle, we had good evidence that a number 
of Presbyteries, in the ordination and reception of ministers, and other 
church officers, avowedly and habitually acted. Andhence, it has not 
been uncommon for the members of such Presbyteries publicly and 
formally to repudiate some of the important doctrines of the formulary 
which the »y had thus subscribed; and even in a few extraordinary cases, 
to hold up the system of truth which it contains, as “an abomination;” 

as a system which it were to be ‘wished had never had an existence.” 
No wonder that men feeling and acting thus, should have been found, 
in some instances, substituting entirely different Confessions of Faith in 
place of that which is contained in our Constitution. Who can doubt 
that such a method of subscribing to articles of Faith is immoral in 
principle; that it is adapted to defeat the great purpose of adopting 
Confessions ; and that, if persisted in, it could not fail to open the door 
of our Church wider and wider to the introduction of the most radical 
and pestiferous heresies, which would speedily destroy her characte: 

as an evangelical body? 

Was it possible for us to doubt or hesitate as to our duty, when 
such errors were evidently gaining ground among us, and when it was 
in our power judicially to condemn them ? Errors which, ever since 
the days of the apostles, have been pronounced by the true Church to 
be dangerous corruptions of Gospel truth. We are conscious that in 
pronouncing the errors in question to be unscriptural, radical, and high- 
ly dangerous, we are actuated by no feelings of narrow party zeal, but 
by a firm and growing persuasion that suc h errors cannot fail, in their 
ultimate effect, to subvert the foundation of Christian hope, and destroy 
the souls of men. As watchmen on the walls of Zion, we should be un- 
faithful to the trust reposed in us, were we not to cry aloud, and pro- 
claim a solemn warning against opinions so corrupt and delusive. 

In the course of our attempts at reform, we have thought it our duty 
to annul the Plan of Union between Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches, in the new settlements, formed in 1801, and evidently in- 
tended as a temporary system, to meet a temporary exigency. By that 
Plan, Congregational churches were brought into complete union with 
the Presbyterian Church ; and their delegates, without having adopted 
our public standards, were introduced into our judicatories, and vested 
with the power of giving authoritative, and in some cases, decisive 
votes, on the most important questions of doctrine and discipline ; and 
thus, in reality, of governing ourChurch. And it has happened, in fact, 
in a number of instances, that some of the most important decisions, in 
their bearing on the truth and order of our body, have been decided by 
the votes of those who had not subscribed to our ecclesiastical consti- 
tution, and stood aloof themselves from its authority. Thus Congre- 
gationalists were found, in effect to control the Presbyterian Church, 
and to prohibit her carrying into execution our appropriate system, 
while we had no more aathority over them than they chose to recog- 
nize. 

It is impossible to contemplate this plan of union now, without per- 
ceiving that it is most unnatural in its character; that it has not a 
shadow of foundation in the constitution of the Presbyterian Church ; 
and that it is adapted to be deeply injurious in its influence on us. It 
is but just, indeed, to say that it was first proposed and commenced on 
our part; and that it was dictated by that spirit of unsuspecting simpli- 
city, and fraternal confidence, which foresaw no evil. Its mischiefs 
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gradually disclosed themselves; and it was not until they had taken 
wide and deep root, that they began to attract the attention, and awaken 
the fears of the friends of truth and of Presbyterial order. It was more 
and more perceived not only that this system, as before remarked, was 
most unequal, as it, in fact, conceded the right of governing us to those 
over whom we could cxercise no controling power; but that its effect 
must be, slowly, but inevitably, to subvert the order and discipline of the 
Presbyterian Church. Surely, no impartial judge can blame us for 
wishing this mischievous system rescinded, or for annulling it when we 
had the power. It is due to ourselves, however, to say, that this mea- 
sure was not either hastily conceived, or abruptly executed. The union 
in question has been, for many years, regarded by the great body of 
the Presbyterian Church, as, perhaps, the most fertile source of the 
difficulties existing among us; especially when viewed not merely as a 
violation of our constitution, and an invasion of our order; but as 
grievously abused by those who have taken advantage of it, in a man- 
ner not intended by its original framers, to disseminate their pernicious 
errors. Viewing the subject in this light, the General Assembly of 
1835, respectfully requested the General Association of Connecticut to 
consent that the Plan of Union should be annulled. Having now wait- 
ed two additional years in vain for any favorable action in the case, on 
the part of our brethren of Connecticut, and having witnessed with the 
deepest sorrow the ever growing evils of this relation, we have felt at 
this time solemnly called upon to abrogate the whole plan, and to put 
an end, as far as in us lay, to the destructive effects which have so long 
resulted from its operation. 

If it were obviously equitable and important that the Plan of Union 
alluded to should be annulled, it was, in our view, no less equitable and 
important that the ecclesiastical bodies to which that Plan had given 
existence, and which were animated and governed by its spirit, should be 
declared to be no longer connected with our Church. It has been, in- 
deed, painful to the Assembly, to declare bodies in which were brethren, 
whose piety we cannot question, and whose activity in extending the 
visible Church we must regard with approbation, to be no longer con- 
nected with our body. But we were shut up to this painful duty. 
Being irregularly brought into our Church, and retaining all the feelings 
and habits growing out of the circumstances of their original introduc- 
tion, we could not hope that they would walk together in peace with us, 
so long as the points of difference between us were so many and so 
serious. Although the creation of more churches on the Plan of 
Union was made to cease by the previous act of abrogation; still, as 
all grant that the act which brought them in was wholly unconstitu- 
tional; and as, if this were the case, the act itself was, of course, void 
from the beginning, and all the acts and bodies growing out of it 
equally void ;—we have deemed it necessary to declare the brethren 
connected with those judicatories, no longer connected with the Pres- 
byterian Church. Fully aware of the painfulness of this decision to 
both parties, in order to avoid it, we made overtures to the brethren 
who were opposed to us in sentiment and in policy, which had for their 
object an amicable separation; offering them, in order to bring about 
such a separation, what we deem equitable, and even indulgent terms. 
These terms will be learned from the correspondence of the joint com- 
mittee appointed to negociate on the subject, which has been already 
made public. Our brethren saw fit to decline our proposal, and chose 
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making our venerated name, and beloved institutions so far as its fear- 
ful influence extends, a hissing and a bye-word before the American 
people; and even threatening the dissolution of our National union, as 
well as the dismemberment of the Presbytevian Church. 

While we have endeavored to take, as our Master enabled us, deci- 
sive measures for securing, under the divine blessing, the future purity 
and peace of our body, we would openly admit, dear brethren, that 
mere orthodoxy, and regular scriptural government, ought not to be 
considered by any church as the only, or even as the chief objects of 
her regard. Let it never be forgotten that truth, whether in respect 
to doctrine or discipline, is in order to godliness ; and that the real pros- 
perity and glory of any church consists in the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit, enlightening, reviving, and sanctifying her members, 
and adding to their numbers daily of such as shall be saved. We would, 
therefore, now that the adorable Head of the Church has enabled us in 
some measure to remove from our body the most prominent sources of 
division and strife, humble ourselves before God, and call upon our 
brethren of every name, with us to seek and pray without ceasing for 
those reviving and converting influences of the Holy Spirit, which alone 
can render any Church what it ought to be,—a real blessing to the 
world, and a nursery for heaven. And while we earnestly desire and 
implore this blessing, let us remember the great importance of distin- 
guishing between genuine revivals of religion, and those which are 
spurious and fanatical. The former are the product of Gospel truth, 
impressed on the heart and conscience by the Holy Spirit of God. 
The latter are mere experiments of natural feeling, produced either by 
error, or by some other form of human machinery. In proportion as 
the former prevail, the Church is prosperous and happy. ‘The latter, 
however arrogant in claim, or plausible in appearance, are only fitted 
to send a blight on the garden of the Lord, and to deceive and destroy 
the souls of men. We fear that not a little of that which has assumed 
the precious name of revivals, in various parts of our bounds, is of this 
latter description. This lamentable fact, however, creates no preju- 
dice in our minds against genuine revivals of religion. It rather excites 
us to desire and long for them with more ardor; to pray for them with 
more importunity; to promote them with more care by an edifying 
example; and to guard against all counterfeits with more enlightened 
vigilance. 

Brethren farewell. May the God of Israel bless you all—every one. 
We love, with tenderness which we cannot utter, our own portion of 
the Church of Jesus Christ our Lord. But we love also every other 
portion of the inheritance of that dear Saviour—and rejoicing in the 
confident hope that heaven will ring with praises of the redeemed from 
amongst every Christian denomination—our ardent and constant desire 
is, to draw the bonds of union between us, and all the rest, as close as 
ossible here below. Hence the present epistle to our brethren. 

lence our earnest desire to explain clearly to them our posture, our 
action, and the solemn crisis which having first overtaken several of 
our sister churches, has at length fallen upon us, and will unquestion- 
ably overtake, in succession, all denominations of christians. 

And now may God of his infinite mercy set the seal of his visible 
approbation upon what his providence and grace have enabled us to do. 
And may you brethren be preserved from the evils which we have en- 
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dured—or be enabled to meet them with more promptitude and fidelity 
than we have done. 
And may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, abide richly on all who 
love his holy name. 
By order of the General Assemblv. 
, DAVID ELLIOTT, Moderator. 
Joun McDowe nt, Stated Clerk. 


Art. LV. Proceedings of the minority in the General Assembly. 
(From the New-York Observer.) 

Agreeably to notice previously given in the Assembly, a meeting of 
delegates from the Synods_ which had been exscinded, and of such 
other members of the minority as chose to attend, was held in Rev. Mr. 
Barnes’ church on Friday afternoon, June 9th. Rev. Baxter Dickin- 
son was called to the chair, and Rev. E. W. Gilbert was appointed 
secretary. The meeting was opened with prayer: and after statements 
from several gentlemen, the following resolutions were adopted: viz. 

Whereas the majority of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, at their late sessions in this city, have abrogated the Plan of 
Union between the said Assembly and the General Association of 
Connecticut, with respect to the organization of churches on our fron- 
tier, which has existed for 36 vears, and been attended with the most 
happy effects in regard to the peace, purity, and extension of the church, 
especially in the new settlements on the whole line of our Northern 
and Western borders; and whereas the said majority of the said Assem- 
bly, as the alleged consequence of the abrogation of the said Plan, and 
without citation or trial, have declared four Synods, embracing more 
than 500 ministers, and-a still larger number of Presbyterian churches, 
to be out of the Presbyterian church represented in the said Assembly: 
and whereas the Assembly did, in like manner, without hearing or trial 
declare the third Presbytery of Philadelphia to be dissolved: and where- 
as the excision of the said Synods and dissolution of the said Presby- 
tery have been effected on the ground of the alleged existence, within 
the same, of great errors in doctrine and irregularities in practice, of 
which no proof was exhibited in the Assembly ; have been passed by the 
said majority against the strong and continued remonstrance of the 
minority, and with the declared purpose of producing a division of the 
church: Now, therefore, it is Resolved, by the minority of the said 
Assembly, 

1. That we have no evidence of the existence, in the Presbyterian 
Church, at the present time, of any greater diversity of doctrinal belief, 
than has heretofore existed in this branch of the Church of Christ. 

2. That we believe that there are, in the Synods and Presbyteries 
now exscinded, no greater irregularities of practice, than in the other 
portions of the Presbyterian Church. 

3. That in the opinion of the said minority, the alleged errors and 
irregularities furnished no justifying occasion for the division of the 
church, even on terms of amicable and mutual agreement. Much less 
could they justify the violent measures, resorted to by the majority to 
effect this object. 

4. That, for these and other reasons, we regard the acts of the said 
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Assembly, abrogating the Plan of Union, and cutting off said Synods 
and Pre ssby tery, as wholly unjustifiable and without any warrant from 
the constitution, as oppressive and revolutionary in their character, 
and as therefore null and void. 
5. That, notwithstanding our opinion that the errors in doctrine and 
irregularities of practice referred to, furnish no proper occasion for a 
division of the church, yet we have been constrained to admit that, by 
the alienations produced by slanderous publications, and by the action 
of the late Convention and the General Assembly, a controlling portion 
of which was composed of the members of said ‘Conv ention, a : division 
has probably been rendered unavoidable. 

That it be reccommended to all the Presbyteries which have ac- 


ted with the sninority, and all the Presbyteries which disapprove of 


the violent, revolutionary measures of said Assembly, to send up a tull 
representation to the next General Assembly; and that they instruct 
their commissioners to claim seats for the commissioners from those 
Presbyteries which have been unconstitutionally exscinded; and that, 
in case their seats shall be denied them, said commissioners take imme- 
diate measures for a seperate and constitutional organization of the 


General Assembly, as constituting the only true General Assembly of 


the Presbyterian church of the United States of America. 

7. That, whereas the constitution of the Presbyterian church (chap. 
22 sec. 3) reccommends that the “ expenses of ministers and elders, in 
their attendance on the judicatories, be defrayed by the bodies respect- 
ively which they represent,” and whereas it is understood that the 
party in the church of whose acts we complain, have been in the habit 
of appropriating their collections to the support of their own delegates, 
therefore resolved, that it be reccommended to the Presbyteries which 


accord with us in views, to make liberal collections for the support of 


their own commissioners. 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the foregoing reccom- 
mendations, the Synods, Presbyteries and Churches are earnestly 
requested to adhere to and maintain their present organizations, and 
firmly to resist any and every attempt which may be made, by circu- 
lar letters or otherwise, to change their present ecclesiastical relations. 

That the minority of the late Assembly do adhere firmly to the 

confession of faith and form of government of the Presbyterian church‘ 
and relying on the fidelity of the Presbyteries which they represent, 
are determined to maintain their adherance to the same. 


Art. V. London Anniversaries, May 1837. 


Britisu anv Foreign Biste Socrery.—ln Paris, the agent of the 
Society had issued, during the past year, 88,147 copies of the Scrip- 
tures, and since he commenced his labors there, four years ago, 286,878 
copies. The colporteurs had circulated 43, 510 copies. Dr. Pinkerton 
had visited Frankfort, Piedmont, part of Italy, Baden, Strasburg, Ge- 
neva, and many places in the south of F rance, and reported an increas- 
ing circulation of the Scriptures and demand for them. A Flemish 
translation is much required. ‘The work was proceeding at St. Peters- 
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burgh. The agents at Stockholm had been authorized to print 15,000 
copies of the New Testament. In Sweden, 1,908 Bibles and 9,557 
Testaments had been issued during the past year, and about 70,000 
copies from the commencement. The total distribution in Denmark 
was 783,229 copies, not including 98,754 disseminated among the mili- 
tary. At Barcelona 16,000 copies were sold during the year; 14,700 
Testaments in modern Greek had been sent to Athens. About 8,000 
copies of the Scriptures had been sold at the China station, and treble 
the quantity might have been sold. There was a great disposition to 
change prevailing amongst the Chinese. From Sydney and New 
South Wales very encouraging accounts had been received. The 
American Bible Society had issued last year 221,694 copies, making a 
total of 1,989,430. Ten thousand copies had been sent to the British 
possessions in North America. In the West Indies the grant of the So- 
ciety had been productive of the happiest effects. The total net receipts 
of the Society for the past year amounted to 108,700/. or about 21,000/. 
more than last year. The amount for the negro fund from the period 
of opening it in 1834 was 16,240/. 5s. 9d. The expenditure during the 
past year 103,171/. 5s. 2d. ‘The issue 541,848 copies. The total issue 
from the commencement 10,293,645 copies. The Society is under en- 
gagements to the amount of 40,0002 and upwards. The free contribu- 
tions amounted to 90,633/. 19s. 8d. 


British anp Foreign Temperance Society.—About fifty new 
societies have been formed during the year, and about 20,000 additional 
members obtained. ‘The meeting was addressed by several gentlemen, 
noblemen, missionaries, and others. Among them were Messrs. Kirk 
and Proudfit, from the United States. The Rev. Dr. Edgar, of Bel- 
fast, said “he came from Ireland, the land of whiskey, of misery, and 
of crime; the puzzle of puzzles. No man understood her; and no 
wonder, for she was drunk. Last year she swallowed fourteen millions 
gallons of spirits.” 





Art. VI. Miscellany. 


Payment For Periopicats.—( Extracted from the Nat. Preacher. } 
—You order or consent to take a newspaper, or a religious periodical 
and you take it with your eyes open upon the “terms,” and in the very 
act of ordering it, or consenting to take it, you pledge yourself to pay 
for such publication according to the terms ; and while you neglect to 
do this, you stand convicted, as a moral being, of violating your pledge, 
ard withholding from another his right. I speak not now of the dis- 
astrous consequences of such solemn trifling, but I speak of its guilt ; 
and of the amount of that guilt let every candid man judge for himself. 


And let him decide as in the presence of God, and in the prospect of 


the final reckoning, when it shall appear that “he who is unjust in the 
least, is unjust also in much.” ‘The plea of inconvenience in making 
payments at a distanee, will not excuse neglect. He that fears God 
and respects the right of his fellow man, will “ do justly,” even though 
it require a sacrifice. He will be generous rather than unjust. 

Each delinquent should consider that he may be inflicting a most 
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ungrateful and cruel wound, not only upon the individual who is serving 
him, but indirectly, upon the best interests of the community. 


Tue Curistian iN THE Worviv.—Christians are represented as a 
“ peculiar people’—But are they so in their intercourse with the 
world? ‘They buy, they sell, they labour, and are excited by all 
passing events, very much, if not entirely, like other men. And it 
rarely occurs that they exhibit in their demeanor, or conversation, or 
business, any very striking evidence that their hearts are less attached 
to the “ things which perish with the using,” than their fellows. From 
the Christian’s character, as delineated in the Bible; from the princi- 
ples by which he professes to be actuated, and trom the hopes which 
he indulges, it is reasonable toinfer that this “ conformity to the world,” 
though free from gross offencse and overt acts of transgression, is incom- 
patible with the spirit of the Gospel. For he should be “a living 
epistle known and read of all men.” His distinctive—his peculiar 
character should be so visibly engraved upon all his transactions that 
“he who runs may read it.” Then, in his hours of retirement from 
the busy scenes of life, he would not have to reproach himself for neg- 
lectof Christian duty. He would have a heart to draw near to the 
mercy seat with full assurance of hope; and in his communion with 
God, he would receive strength to “ overcome the world,” in his sub- 
sequent conflict with its cares, and engagements in its duties. Thus 
living, he would live to the glory of God, and be constantly prepared 
to stand in the presence of his judge.—Char. Obs. 


Roman Catuoutic Provincia Councit.—The solemn farce of 
another assemblage of the bishops and priests of Romanism, at Balti- 
more, has been performed, much to their own gratification no doubt, 


and the amusement of those who love “raree shows.” The account 


given of it in the Catholic Herald is sufficiently sickening. ‘Ten of the 
bishops of the Church were present, including the archbishop, and three 
were necessarily detained. ‘The meeting was held about the middle of 
April. Their proceedings cannot be published till they shall have 
received the sanction of the Pope—and are now on their way to his 
Holiness. 

The Bishops of the Catholic Church form its Legislative Assembly, 
and its Court of Judicature ; but their acts have no force till examined 
and approved by the Universal Bishop, the Pope, whose “ spiritual ju- 
risdiction extends over every portion of the world.” These *‘ Councils” 
are the Pope’s tribunal of justice established in our republic, “ imperium 
in imperio ;” exercising jurisdiction for him, without responsibility to 
our own governments. ‘The Catholics thus explain the spiritual power 
of the bishops: “it lies not only in preaching the gospel, and so by 
persuasion and exhortation only, as some heretics hold to remit or retain 
sins, butit hath authority to punish, judge, and condemn heretics, and 
other like rebels.” ‘The full import of this explanation is learned from 
the histories of the Inquisition. 

It is stated in the “Connecticut Observer,” that the governments of 
four of the most distinguished papal countries in Europe, Spain, 
Portugal, France, and Germany, have thought it proper, for centuries 
past, to prevent the meeting of these provincial assemblies within their 
limits, because of their dangerous character. But in our country they 
must be tolerated. Our satety lies, not in our /aws, but in the vigilance 
of the Christian community, and in the formation of correct public sen- 
timent in regard to the nature and tendencies of Romanism. 
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TO AGENTS.—AII persons, excepting those whose names are given below, 
who paid money to our Collector at the late meeting of Synod, on account of the 
Religious Monitor, are requested to forward to us as soon as practicable, a statement 
respecting the amount thus paid, and the subscribers for whom paid. The reason of 
this request is, that our collector’s account-book has been lost; consequently with- 
out attention to this request we shall be unable to give the proper credits. 
randa have been preserved showing the receipt of the following sums, and the sub- 
scribers for whom paid :—By Rey. 8S. Wilson, $52.00 ; Wm. McMinn, per Rev. J. 
S. Easton, $10.00 ; A. Munro, per Rev. T. Beveridge, $20.00 ; Rev. W. M. Mc 
Elwee, $26.00 ; Rev. D. Imbrie, $10.00 ; Rev. T. 8. Kendall, $49,00 ; James Gal- 
loway, jan., $16.00 ; G.. A. Martin, @5.00; Rey. Mr. Lindsay, $12.00; Rev. J. 
Henderson, $21.00 ; Rey. A. T. McGill, $4.00; Rey. J. McCarrell, $4.00 ; Rob’t 
Nelson, $2.00; Rev. J. Russell, $17.00; Rev. B Boyd, $14.00 ; Andrew Grd- 
ham, per Rev. Mr. McKie, $34.00; Robert Cummings and J. Watson, $4.00 , Rev. 
D- McLean, jun., $38.00; Robert Taggert, $15.00 ; Rev. J. P. Ramsay, $16.00 ; 
John and Robert Leiper, $8.00 ; Brownlee, $4.00; Rev. William Bruce, 
$14.00; Rev. N. Ingles, $1490; Rev. D. French, $5.00; John Boyd, $2.00; 
Rev. J. Patterson, $10.00; Rey. E_N: $12.00; William Bell, $4.00 ; 
John Graham, $5.00 ;+John Chambers, $6 ; Sheriff, $6.00; Adam Gib, 
$6.00 ; Alexander Templeton, $2.00; Ebenezer Bain, $4.00; Rev. G. M. Hall, 
$16.00; Rey. D. Blair, 96.00; Rev, J. , $9.00 ; + gy Seng $2.00; Rob- 
ert Creswell, $2.00; Rey. Dy. Ramsay, 3° Rev. A. Donnan, 4.00; J. O. 
Carson, per Rev. Mr. McNaughton, $46.00 ; Rev. A. Heron, $16.00 ; Rev. J. 5. 
Easton, $16.00 ; John T. Hunter, $2.00 ; T. George, $1.00; Rev. T. Wilson, $2.00. 
a. there be any mistake in the above let us be informed of it. fights ie — 

names of no new subscribérs, such as wer inb ev. Messrs. 
Rodgers, Kendall, and 8, Wilson, on ie ie 
all other new subscribers will be sent us as soon a5 
cating with wii the Be eae ployed as ag a et i . 
aws regulating the Post Office department. If the Monitor should continue tg 
sent to any who have ordered a discontinuance, we hope that no blame will be at- 
tributed to us, and that it will be received for the present year. 


The Reticious Monrror is published monthly, at $2,00 per an- 
num, payable in advance. 
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